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ERNESTINE, 
THE CHILD OF MYSTERY. 



CHAPTER L 



It was in the year 18 — , when custom 
had made it as imperative for the world 
of fashion, to vanish from the heat and 
dust of London in the month of June, as 
it has since become to endure it till after the 
last fite champitre in August, that Lord 
de Vere determined to try the eflPect of an 
excursion to the German SpJi; in the 
hope of removing the painftil irritation of 
nerves and depression of spirits, into which 
Lady de Vere had £sdlen, in consequence 
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2 ERNESTINE, 

of the repeated disappointment of their 
mutual wishes, respecting an heir to their 
noble house. 

One great difficulty existed as to this 
projected trip ; the unconquerable aversion 
of Lady de Vere to a sea voyage. She 
had fonned an idea so terrific, of the 
actual risk she must run, when once em- 
barked on that formidable element, that 
a well-meaning but ignorant relation ex- 
claimed, " My dear Lord, it does not sig- ' 
nify talking, she must and she shall go 
by land." How great would have been 
the premium offered by Lady de Vere 
for any discovery, that would have en- 
abled her to do so ! But her medical 
attendants were unanimous in the opinion 
that to Sj^ %he must be wafted ; there 
to reap the benefit of alternate draughts 
from the Ponhou and the Geronsthre 
under the watchftil eye of a travelled 
and TRAVELLING physiciajQ. 
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Where was the vara avis to be 
found who would patiently submit to 
her ladyship^s whims, and devote his 
whole time to such endurance? Fortu- 
nately for all parties concerned, Dr. Og- 
lander returned at that moment from his 
researches in the East; and was very 
anxious to renovate his own health at the 
same source. Thus were his services 
offered, on terms less exorbitant, than are 
usually exacted by his fratemity,,on such 
occasions ; and when he was favoured by 
his patron with an interview, he gained 
immediate approval, by his mild and gen- 
tleman-like demeanour ; by his evident 
knowledge of his profession^ and by a 
certain respect for himself in the con- 
ditions he suggested, which raised him 
in the estimation of his employer; for 
true it is, that our value in the sight of 
others, consists greatly in that which we 

put upon ourselves. 
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4 ERNESTINE, 

Lord de Vere was charmed to find a 
person who, by talent and education, was 
fitted to form a part of any society, but 
who also seemed possessed of sufficient 
tact, to be aware when his absence or 
presence might be desirable. 

This very essential part of the travelling 
cortege being satisfactorily arranged, the 
next step was to secure the services of 
Miss Marsden as Demoiselle de Com- 
pagnie to Lady de Vere. This Miss 
Marsden was a young person highly pa- 
tronized by the Duchess of , with 

whom she had visited most parts of the 
Continent ; during which period, her time 
had not been misspent, for in the leisure 
hours afforded by her kind patroness, who 
gave her the benefit of the best masters, 
and treated her more as a daughter than 
a protegee, she was enabled to cultivate 
het talent for music and drawing with 
success, and had also acquired a profi- 
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THE CHILD OF MYSTERY. 5 

ciency in most* of the modem languages. 
In the evening circle which the Duchess 
assembled during her residence at Rome 
and Naples, the musical powers of Miss 
Marsden formed a great attraction, and 
obtained for her the. notice and appro- 
bation of the Slite, both of the English 
and foreign society who frequented these 
agreeable soirSes ; while her obliging and 
unpretending manners made her a wel- 
come guest to all, and placed her in a 
situation far superior to the generality of 
that unfortunate class, yclept "toadies," 
who proffer flattery in lieu of affection; 
and transfer their '^ amitU ambulante'' 
from house to house, as a matter of 
course a feeling dictated by sordid and 
interested motives, but in which neither 
the head nor heart ever bear a part. 

Such were not the feelings which ac- 
tuated Miss Marsden. That she had a 
heart was her constant boast; that she 
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6 ERNESTIKE, 

had bestowed it without* discretion or 
discrimination had been her misfortune. 
She had believed others to be true because 
she, knew herself to be so; she gave way 
to the enthusiastic visions of her own 
imagination ; and forgetting her depend- 
ant situation, fancied she had secured the 
lasting affection of one whom she had 
only inspired with ^go&tpas$ager. 

The Duca di Monteleone, a constant 
visitor at the Palazzo of the Duchess, and 
a passionate lover of music, could not 
resist the captivation of Miss Marsden's 
dulcet tones when accompanied by her 
guitar ; nor could she long remain insen- 
sible to the admiration she excited, though 
she dreamt not how seriously her heart 
was engaged — " a heart which no cold 
medium knew." Was it then wonderfiil, 
that such a heart should yield itself a 
willing captive to the fascination of a daily 
intercourse, during a period of four months, 
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THE CHILD OF MYSTERY, 7 

with one of the most accomplished and 
handsome men of his time. 

Blind to her danger, and to the unfor- 
tunate results to which a young person in 
her situation might be exposed, her feel* 
ings made so rapid a progress, that she 
became completely absorbed and incapable 
of all her duties. A change so extraordi- 
nary could not fail to attract the attention 
of the Duchess, and to create an anxiety 
in her mind, which led her to lose no time 
in endeavouring to discover the cause. 

How bitterly did this excellent and kind- 
hearted woman reproach herself, when she 
became aware of the extent of a mischief, 
which had so unaccountably escaped her 
observation! How earnestly were her 
thoughts bent on a remedy immediate 
and effectual, to an evil which threatened 
destruction to the fiiture welfare and hap- 
piness of a young and innocent creature, 
whom 43he had bound herself, in the 



Digitized 



by Google 
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strongest maimer, to support and pro- 
tect I Alas ! she knew the world too well 
to imagine for a moment that the Duca 
di Monteleone had serious or honourable 
intentions towards Miss Marsden . Their 
relative sittiations in life were too widely 
distant to admit such an idea ! Yet how 
enter abruptly on such a subject with 
either party, after having so long appeared 
in total ignorance ? 

While these doubts and difficulties 
perplexed her mind, she was unexpect- 
edly relieved by a letter from Lord de 
Vere, her old and valued friend, announc- 
ing his intention of undertaking a journey 
to Sp^ for the benefit of his wife's health, 
and entreating her kind assistance in pro- 
viding a young person in every way qua- 
lified to become the companion of Lady de 
Vere in this expedition, and, if possible, 
the exact counterpart of Miss Marsden, 
Here then was an opportunity aflforded 
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her, and that in the best and most natural 
manner, of dissolving a connexion which 
foreboded uothing but misery. 

The Duchess, firm in her resolves, and 
prompt in their execution, returned, there- 
fore, an immediate answer to Lord de Vere, 
announcing, that in favour of such a friend 
she was willing to resign her highly valued 
Miss Marsden, the young person she had 
herself brought from England, and to 
whom she had given every advantage by 
allowing her the best masters, and by 
introducing her to her own society, more 
as a friend than a dependant. She now 
parted with her in ftill confidence that in 
the family of Lord de Vere she would 
experience the same kindness and consi- 
deration as in her own. 

In doing ample justice to the good qua- 
lities of Miss Marsden, on which she ftiUy 
expatiated in her letter, her Grace judged 

it, however, most prudent to be silent, as 

B 3 
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10 ERNESTINE, 

to the real cause of her separation from 
a person whom she had admitted to be 
so perfectly congenial to her own feelings 
and ideas ; for she wisely considered, that 
a detail of facts might become prejudicial 
to her protegee, by subjecting her to con- 
stant and unpleasant observation; and 
she therefore assigned as the ostensible 
reason, that having invited two of her 
nieces to join her in Italy, she could not, for 
the present at least, require any other com- 
panionship or society under her own roof. 
Every thing so far seemed propitious 
to these arrangements, for on her old 
friends. Lord and Lady Delancey, the 
Duchess knew she could depend for the 
safe conveyance of Miss Marsden to Eng- 
land. They were on the eve of their 
return home, and were both so particu- 
larly partial to Miss Marsden, that they 
would rejoice in adding her to their tra- 
velling party. 
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The most painful task still remained to 
be performed. But it was become her 
imperative duty, and one from which, 
whatever it cost her, the Duchess was 
determined not to shrink. She therefore 
summoned Miss Marsden to her boudoir ; 
and in kind and gentle tones began to 
communicate her plans, giving her, at the 
same time, the letter of Lord de Vere, 
which was so far gratifying, that it ex- 
pressed an earnest wish, if not for herself, 
for her exact counterpart, the fame of her 
musical and other talents having already 
reached his ear. He also gave her carte 
blanche, respecting the terms, adding that 
he should not consider any sum she might 
decide upon too great, provided he could 
secure a comfort so essential to his beloved 
wife. 

The first impulse of Miss Marsden, on 
the perusal of this letter, was, to throw her- 
self at the feet of her benefactress, and, in 
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12 ERNESTINE, 

an agony of tears, to implore her pity, her 
pardon, her support, her counsel; nor 
would she rise from her humble posture 
till she had laid before her, without re- 
serve, every particular concerning the pro- 
gress of her attachment to the Duca di 
Monteleone. 

The Duchess, in the course of this affect- 
ing narrative, soon detected the insidious 
manner in which he had contrived to 
secure and appropriate to himself, and to 
his own purposes, this unsuspecting guile- 
less heart. In the first place, by the most 
respectful, yet earnest, professions ; in the 
next, when he felt certain of the impres- 
sion he had made, by assuming a degree 
of assurance and superiority, which he 
flattered himself might in time subdue, and 
terrify the object of his desire into an en- 
tire compliance with his wishes. 

His proficiency in music had formed the 
first link between them ; for, as she pos- 
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sessed a fine voice and perfect taste, he 
offered himself as her second, in the duets 
to be performed at the Soirees Mtmcales 
of the Palazzo ; and consequently attended 
the morning practice with her master; 
which gave him the entree at those hours 
when others were excluded. 

He had an English currick, with very 
beautifiil blood horses, in which he was 
always trying to induce Miss Marsden to 
trust herself with him. He longed to drive 
her to Caserta, or some of the romantic 
environs, ensuring her return, in safety, 
at any hour she wished to name. 
- Fortunately for her, the high sense she 
had of propriety had hitherto forbade her 
acceptance of this offer ; and, though his 
language of late had assumed so free a 
character as to excite her alarm, she felt, 
alas ! he was become so necessary to her 
existence, that she dared not make her 
confession, where it had so long been due j 
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14 ERNESTINE, 

and, as she now owned, had even secretly 
rejoiced in. the apparent blindness of the 
Duchess. What could be more annoying 
or perplexing than truths thus tardily re- 
vealed ? How much tacit reproach was 
conveyed in them ! How little confidence 
had been shewn ! Yet how much less had 
it been sought or needed ! Painful, indeed, 
were these reflections ; but they went far 
in extenuating the blame which might 
otherwise have been attached to this un- 
fortunate creature. So deeply did the 
Duchess feel this, that she forbore the 
reproof she might have been tempted to 
utter ; and, in the most soothing and affec- 
tionate manner, promised not only never 
to withdraw her regard, but to spare this 
unhappy girl any unnecessary pain and 
exposure. 

For this purpose she required her retire- 
ment to her own apartment during the 
short time she had to remain at Naples ; 
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an injunction but too easily complied 
with, for Miss Marsden was no longer 
capable of appearing; the exertion she 
had made, and the agitation of her mind 
having so entirely subdued her, that she 
was conveyed to her bed, more dead than 
alive. 

The Duchess did not remain inactive 
during the succeeding twenty-four hours. 
She received Lord and Lady Delancey 
at dinner on that day, and made every 
final arrangement for their depositing Miss 
Marsden in safety, within three weeks, at 
the house of Lord de Vere, in Grosvenor 
Square; their departure being fixed for 
the second day from that on which they 
were conversing. 

Though Lord and Lady Delancfey^more 
than suspected the truth, they had too 
much good nature, as well as good breed- 
ing, to ask any questions ; but felt quite 
happy in the power to oblige the Duchess, 
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16 ERNESTINE, 

and to prove useful to their young 
friend. 

The kabituSs assembled as usual at the 
Palazzo that evening, and among them the 
Duca di Monteleone, towards whom no 
alteration in the manner of the hostess 
was perceptible when she replied to his 
eager inquiries, by the simple declaration 
^' that Miss Marsden was indisposed, and 
that she did not intend to have any music 
for a week to come." 

This announcement so disconcerted the 
Duke that in half an hour he had va- 
nished, to the great satisfaction of the 
Duchess, who meditated sending him his 
final congS by letter, being determined 
to have no parting scenes or explanations, 
well knowing that real and devoted afiec- 
tion on one side, would be met by hypo- 
crisy and specious argument on the other; 
not to mention the possibility of an at- 
tempted enUvement. 
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Her orders were strictly obeyed, and 
all her instructions duly executed. The 
departure of Miss Marsden was kept a 
profound secret; and on the third day 
after the painful interview took place, in 
which her dearest hopes were for ever des- 
troyed, she found herself in the berline of 
Lord and Lady Delancey ; parted from her 
beloved benefactress at a moment when 
she least expected it, and about to enter 
as a stranger on those duties which she 
had hitherto delighted to perform as a 
fnend. 

So rapidly had all these changes occur- 
red, that they seemed to her as a frightful 
dream, from which she longed to awake. 
But she was recalled to herself by the well- 
judged attentions of her fellow-travellers, 
who, having received the confidence of 
the Duchess previous to their departure, 
left nothing undone or unsaid which could 
console or revive her. 
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18 ERNESTINE, 

The Delanceys were an old-feshioned 
pair, but they had lived in the world ; and 
while they pitied its follies, they knew how 
to compassionate its frailties, and more 
especially those errors which arise from 
youth and inexperience. During a hur- 
ried journey to England, where they had 
been summoned on business, Miss Mars* 
den received from them every mark of 
real and considerate friendship; and, by 
the time she reached her destination, had 
sufficiently mastered her feelings to ap- 
pear in a proper light before Lord and 
Lady de Vere, who, having received the 
Duchess's answer, only waited her arrival 
to fix the day of their departure. 

Fatigued by their long journey, as Lord 
and Lady Delancey naturally felt them- 
selves on reaching London, they would 
not abandon their charge till they had, in 
person, presented her to Lord and Lady 
de Vere, with whom they had been long 
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acquainted, and to whom they wished 
to deliyei all the kind messages of the 
Duchess, as by this means they ensured a 
cordial reception for Miss Marsden, while 
they took oflT the embarrassment of a first 
meeting. 

Nothing could exceed the obliging and 
even cordial manner in which Miss Mars- 
den was welcomed by this kind and 
amiable family. , She seemed like a friend 
long expected, and whose arrival was a 
happy event to all concerned ; and Lord 
and Lady Delancey, when they took leave 
to adjourn to the hotel where they had 
engaged apartments, were quite satisfied 
with leaving her in such kind hands. Dr. 
Oglander was one of the party, for they 
found him entices with Lord and Lady 
de Vere, discussing various points relative 
to their expedition, which it was agreed 
to postpone for the next two days, to allow 
Miss Marsden time to recover herself, 
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20" ERNESTINE, 

and to whose Diary we shall now refer 
for further particulars of this Conti- 
nental trip; leaving that of Lady de 
Vere's pains and aches to Dr. Oglander, 
who had already made great progress in 
her favour. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



DIARY OF MISS MARSDEN. 

" Thursday^ June, 18 — . Nothing could 
surpass the kindness of my reception, and 
I felt supported and encouraged by the 
presence of Lord and Lady Delancey, to 
whom I owe a debt of aflection and gra- 
titude which can never be effaced from 
my recollection. 

" We found a trio in the library. Dr. 
Oglander being already domesticated in 
Grosvenor Square. On our entrance Lady 
de Vere, though feeble and apparently fa- 
tigued, immediately rose to welcome us, 
and embraced me with many kind expres- 
sions. She is a fine-looking woman, with 
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glossy black hair and eyebrows, dark blue 
eyes, line teeth, and a smile in which dig- 
nity and benevolence are combined. You 
perceive in a moment that her natural 
sphere is that of the highest degree. No- 
ble in birth as in manner, she seems aware 
that to be good-humoured and conde- 
scending cannot detract from her exalted 
situation. How unlike those parvenus 
who shew by their every action how unea- 
sily a great name sits on their shoulders, 
and who vainly strive, by false airs and 
ill-judged pride, to reach an altitude they 
were never intended to attain ! She hoped 
I should have no reason to regret belong- 
ing to their party, and expressed much 
gratitude to her dear Duchess for having 
spared me to her. 

" Lord de Vere is a man of what is 
styled * middle age,' very tall and com- 
manding, and good-looking without being 
handsome. He has also a peculiarly 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHILD OF MYSTERY. 23 

good-humoured and kind manner. In 
short, I have every reason to like what I 
have seen so far, and to hope that I shall 
be as comfortable as I can be when parted 
from my best and noblest benefactress. 

" At breakfast, on the morning after 
my arrival, Lord de Vere presented me 
with a very pretty note-case, containing a 
bank note of 100/., and saying * On the 
eve of a journey there are many things 
you may be in want of, and wish to pro- 
vide, and I have ordered the carriage at 
two o'clock to take you wherever you may 
wish to go or have any business. I beg 
you will not hurry yourself, but remain 
out as long as you like ; as it is Lady de 
Vere's wish, as well as my own, that you 
should feel quite at home in everything.' 

" From Lady de Vere I experienced the 
same kindness and consideration; and 
Mademoiselle Honorine came to attend 
me, announcing that, during our travels. 
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it was * un plaisir* entirely delegated to 
her. 

" At nine o'clock in the morning, on 
the — of June, up drove the travelling 
carriages in due order — a coach and 
chaise — prepared in the most approved 
manner, with imperials above, trunks be- 
hind, and seats before, with safety-ropes 
well swung, and springs well corded, wells 
stocked with wine and other cordials, a 
down pillow for her Ladyship (air cushions 
being then unknown), and all the sundry 
accommodations essential to an invalid. 
Next came a fourgon^ equally well filled, 
containing sheets of linen and of leather, a 
plate-chest with a perfect necessaire for 
travelling, a medicine-chest, and every 
other convenience. 

" This most useful and requisite accom- 
paniment to all distinguished travellers, 
conveyed ^Mademoiselle Honorine' with 
one of the footmen, while the chaise was 
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appropriated to the use of my Lord's Eng- 
lish valet de cJiamhrey * Mr. Truefit/ and 

* Mrs. Addington/ femme de chambre to 
Lady de Vere. 

" These, with the addition of a second 
footman, formed the travelling cortSge, and 
were placed under the direction of * Duver- 
nay,' a courier, whose powers of paying 
and being paid, of commanding and being 
obeyed, had received the stamp of appro- 
bation from various Hon. and Bight Hon. 
cargoes, by him conducted from shore to 
shore, and from kingdom to kingdom, 
during twelve years, with no other da- 
mage than that sustained by their re- 
spective purses, while supporting the 
highly valued character of * Milors An- 
glais.' 

" The whole household assembled in 
the hall, to make their parting bows 
and obsequious curtsies ; and to. exclaim, 

* Heaven bless your Ladyship and my 

VOL. I. c 
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26 ERNESTINE, 

Lord! and send you safe back to your 
own hornet and may my Lord restore 
your Ladyship to us in better health/ 

" These ejaculations were accompanied 
with many sobs and tears, which appeared 
to gratify Lady de Vere, and would have 
infected her already-oppressed heart with 
melancholy, had not Lord de Vere, assisted 
by Dr. Oglander, hurried her on — saymg, 
* Good-bye, God bless you, good people ! 
I dare say we shall do very well, and I am 
sure all the better for your good wishes/ 

" In the first carriage were Lord and 
Lady de Vere, Dr. Oglander, and mysdf. 
The Doctor holding a bottle of Godfrey's 
strongest salts in one hand, and grasping 
her Ladyship's pulse with the other. 

" Once fairly seated. Dr. Oglander drew 
out his repeater, to reassure his patient, 
by reporting the state of her pulse every 
half hour, so distressing was the shattered 
state of her nerves. 
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" Nothing could equal the patience and 
good humour of Lord de Vere ; who, 
though he certainly tore himself with 
regret from * the shady side of Pall 
Mall ' — to him the most congem'al of all 
atmospheres — ^^exerted himself by a thou- 
sand droll anecdotes to cheer our way; 
and joined with me in the admiration^ 
which various parts of our route called 
forth, 

" The beautifal river Thames flowing 
in liquid azure, its silvery waves reflecting 
a summer sky ; and crowned with innu- 
merable white sails, sparkling in the dis* 
tance, under the brilliant rays of a mid- 
day sun. The cherry orchards, presenting 
a sheet of snowy blossom, or a prospect of 
ripening fruit — ^the verdant hop-grounds, 
promising a rich and plentiful crop I not 
to forget the lovely and rural white cot- 
tages on each side of the road, actually 

embowered in roses. — How a road, possess- 

c2 



Digitized 



by Google 



28 ERNESTINE, 

ing such advantages, can ever be thought 
dull or tedious, I do not understand* 
But it is a proof, that in England, as 
elsewhere, there are travellers who look 
without seeing, and who move with no 
other idea, than the accomplishing a cer- 
tain distance in a given space of time. 
Whether sleeping or waking, is to them 
a matter of perfect indiflerence. 

" We partook an early dinner at Ro- 
chester, which, while it was preparing, 
gave me time to sketch the ruins of the 
Castle from the garden of the hotel. 

" The * Medway smelts' were highly 
approved by Lord de Vere, who is rather 
a gastronomcy and we resumed our jour- 
ney much refreshed ; the nervous feelings 
of Lady de Vere, yielding to the united 
ejBTort^ of those around her, to animate and 
ainuse her. 

" It grew dark, however, long before we 
reached Dovor, when * Duvemay' un^ 
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luckily riding up to the carriage, to know 
if he might go forward to order all thin^ 
to be in readmess at the * Ship Hotel/ 
Lady de Vere's apprehension of highway 
robbery, which had been increasing for 
the last four or five miles, now knew no 
bounds; and mistaking her courier for 
one of these * knights of the road,' she 
threw him her purse and watch with a 
tremendous scream, exclaiming, * Take 
all we have, but in pity spare our lives/ 

"This unfortunate mistake ended in 
violent hysterics, which, in spite of Dr. 
Oglander's best efforts, were not subdued 
till we found ourselves settled in the 
large oaken sitting-room at * Wright's,' 
which, had the light admitted of distin- 
guishing objects, would have added 
greatly to her distress, as it commanded 
a fall view of the harbour, and must have 
recalled to her mind the perils and trou- 
bles we were to encounter on the morrow. 
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" Lord de Vere was beset, without loss 
of time, by the Captains of all the packets 
between Dovor and Calais, each extolling 
the superior powers and swiftness of his 
vessel. But not wishing to flurry his 
dear invalid, he engaged the"* Lord Rod- 
ney' for our separate use ; the time fixed 
on for starting being three o'clock the 
next day ; an hour that would allow time 
to prepare and reconcile Lady de Vere to 
the trial awaiting her." 
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CHAPTER III. 

MISS marsden's diary continued. 



'< How fearful and diiiy 'tie, to cast one*i eyes so low ! 

The crows^ and choughs, that win^j^ the midway air, 

Show scarce so gross as beetles : Half-way down 

Hangs one that gathers samphire ; dreadful trade ! 

Methinks, he seems no bigger than his head : 

The fishermen, that walk upon the beach, 

Appear like mice ; and yon tall anchoring bark. 

Diminished to her cock ; her cock, a buoy 

Almost too small for sight : The murmuring surge, 

That on the unnumber*d idle pebbles chafes, 

Csnnot be heard so high : — I'll look no more; 

Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight. 

Topple down headlong/' 

Sbakspearb. 

" I HAVE been wandering this evening 
over Shakspeare's Cliff, with Lord de 
Vere. It is a spot which I had never 
before visited ; it does indeed realize the 
beautiiiil description I have quoted ; and 
I was not sorry to have the support of an 
arm in so fatiguing a walk. 
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" I must say, that Lord de Vere seems 
much inclined to make me amends for 
the irksome moments I may have to pass 
with his invalid wife, by every kindness 
on his part. He appears to be thoroughly 
a man of the world, and to have * lived 
all the days of his life/ 

" I shrewdly suspect he has sown a fiill 
crop of wild oats. He assures me, that 
I shall be very comfortable, if I do not 
suffer myself to be put out by an irritabi- 
lity incidental to Lady de Vere's disorder, 
but which vanishes like a winter cloud, 
and gives place to an April smile. 

" The ill-omened hour which was to 
witness our departure — an hour so fraught 
with anticipated misery to Lady de Vere — 
at length arrived. * Duvemay' appeared, 
saying, ' Milor, your carriages are all on 
board, and the Capitaine say, we must 
not lose the tide.* 

" This was confirmed by the entrance 
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of the Captain himself, who in most per- 
suasive accents began to assure Lady de 
Vere that she had nothing to fear, for 
there was * a fair wind, and very little 
swell/ 

" Never did I witness more distressing 
symptoms of alarm than in Lady de Vere! 
Such terror was in itself appalling. Fi- 
nally, she sunk on her knees, and besought 
her husband, in terms the most moving 
and pathetic, to have mercy on her, and 
to spare her this last trial ! 

" In vain did he assure her, that her 
good was his sole object, and he even 
shed a tear while he remonstrated ! To 
put an end to a scene so truly painful to 
all parties. Dr. Oglander, with the assist- 
ance of the Captain, bore Lady de Vere 
off to the packet ; while I did all in my 
power to calm the agitation of Lord de 
Vere ; and, following rapidly, we had the 

comfort of seeing the poor sufferer safely 

c 3 
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placed in her own carriage on the deck, 
when Dr. Oglander took his seat by her 
side, amply provided with a series of cor- 
dials and comforts of all kinds^ 

" Mrs. Addington next came forward, 
pale and wan, entreating to be admitted 
to * her dear Lady/ But this Dr. Og- 
lander peremptorily reftised, declaring, 
that one sick woman was already a suffi- 
cient charge. 

" As for myself, I confess that I hailed 
the moment when our sails were unfiirled, 
and that we floated majestically out of the 
harbour. Again was I bidding adieu to 
my native country ! but with feelings 
already less heart-rending and acute than 
those with which I had so lately returned 
to it ! On the brink of a fearful precipice 
had I stood, when nothing but the timely 
interference of my best friend and kindest 
benefactress had rescued me from destruc- 
tion. By her sustaining hand had I been 
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redeemed, and committed to the care and 
protection of those who were not only able, 
but willing to afford me every consolation, 
and to indulge me with every comfort. 

" While I indulged in meditations, 
which I trust may lead me to profit by 
the bitter lessons I have lately received, 
our vessel skimmed the waves like a bird, 
and brought us into Calais harbour in 
little more than three hours. 

" The sufferings of Lady de Vere had 
been so acute as to suspend every other 
feeling ; and she had with diflSculty been 
preserved from fainting. Those who are 
acquainted with the horrors of sea-sickness 
are well aware, that in such moments of 
extreme agony life or death become alike 
indifferent to the sufferer ; the powers both 
of mind and body being nearly extin- 
guished. 

" So far, at least, was it fortunate for 
Lady de Vere, since it banished one great 



Digitized 



by Google 



36 £RK^9TINB, 

evil ; and she was hardly aware of being 
actually arrived, or of her removal fipom 
her own carriage to that provided by 
Monsieur Dessein, to convey us to his 
hotel, where every thing had been previ- 
ously ordered and arranged ; a letter from 
* Duvemay' having apprised them of oiir 
intended appearance on that day. 

" We were speedily installes in les 
grands appartements of this magnificent 
hotel ; and Lady de Vere, after lying 
down for a short time, was enabled to 
partake of a light refreshment, and to 
enjoy the certainty of being again on dry 
land, before she retired to rest. 

" Lord de Vere seemed quite happy in 
a respite from the cares and anxieties of 
the day ; and declaring himself always iir 
his element when on the Continent, did 
ample justice to the merits of the Chef, 
who gratified his taste by some of his best 
entries ; and concluded his evening much 
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to his satisfaction, by going to the pretty 
little theatre. 

" The evening being very fine, I was 
tempted to take a stroll with Dr. Oglander, 
and much did I enjoy, not only the very 
refreshing breezes, but his very amusing 
and animated comments on the striking 
contrast which a few hours had produced, 
in language, manners, and dress, from the 
matehttes on the quay, in their high- 
crowned white caps, short jackets, red 
petticoats, and gold ear-rings, to the pos- 
tilions in their, heavy boots, powdered 
hair, long queus and silver badges; the 
horses shaggy and untrimmed, with collars 
of undressed sheep-skin, and the harness 
of ropes instead of leather ; and, in lieu 
•of our light and rapid stage-coaches, the 
heavy and cumbrous diligences ; with 
their twenty pigeon-holes by way of win- 
dows, out of which divers heads, owned 
by sundry strange bodies, are seen to 
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peep out as from a prison, intent to watch 
the happy moment of emancipation from 
durance so vile. 

" We are again en route^ with a train 
of twenty horses, six being put to the 
berline ; and we left Calais, \dth all the 
Sclat which the cracking of very many 
whips and such a cortSge could give us. 

" It was settled we should, if possible, 
reach Lille the ^ame night ; but Lord de 
Vere, Dr. Oglander, and myself, could 
not resist the pleasure of walking up the 
hill at Cassel, to enjoy the magnificent 
panorama and extensive view from its 
summit. The town itself is celebrated in 
history from having been the scene of 
much warfare in former times, and the 
town-hall is curious, being upwards of 
500 years old. 

" The appearance of the hotels did not 
tempt us to a change of place, so we has- 
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tened through a beautifiilly wooded and 
jich country to Lille, 

" Lord de Vere determined to make 
the following day-^m easy one, by resting 
at Toumay in our way to Brussels; a 
decision which much gratified me, as I 
was thereby enabled to make a drawing 
of the fine old cathedral, and many other 
curious buildings at Toumay; and also 
to enjoy the military bands, which per- 
formed during the evening promenade, as 
they always do on Sundays. 

" On Monday we proceeded to Brus- 
sels ; and I must own that I partook with 
Lady de Vere in the comfort of a respite 
from our fatigues ; for her spirits, having 
rather given way to depression, had re- 
quired the united exertions of the rest of 
the party to rally and to restore them. 

" I always find myself at Brussels with 
renewed pleasure ; it is certainly one of the 
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prettiest towns on the Continent. There is 
a cheerfiihiess about the buildings which, 
contrasted with the sombre shade of the 
P&rc^ forms a very pleasing variety ; and 
there is ample amusement and interest 
for the lovers of painting in visiting the 
museum and the splendid collection of 
the Due d'Aremberg. 

" The health of Lady de Vere was a 
sufficient excuse for not appearing before 
the ' higher powers ;' so we confined our- 
selves to a quiet drive in the beautifiil 
AlUe Verte at the unfashionable hour; 
and afiter resting a few days, proceeded to 
NamAr." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MISS marsden's diary continued. 



" No farther seek her sorrows to disclose, 
Or draw her frailties from their dread abode ; 
There they alike in trembling hope repose, 
The bosom of her Father and her God." 

" We drove into the court of the Hotel 
d'Harscamp, about dusk, and were much 
startled by seeing it laid with straw. — 
Being assured, however, that we should 
be well accommodated, we were ushered 
in by the landlady, who, though she put 
her finger to her lips to enjoin silence 
while we passed to a large but comfort- 
less salon^ no sooner closed the door, than 
she hastened to communicate the event of 
a' mysterious arrival which had taken 
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place in the earlier part of the day ; the 
particulars of which could not foil to 
rouse both our interest and curiosity. 
About noon, a travelling carriage, with- 
out any armorial bearings, but evidently 
English, drew up to the hotel, containing 
a lady, closely veiled, but apparently 
labouring under some indisposition both 
of jmad and body. An elderly woman, 
who looked like a nurse, and another 
female attendant, occupied the back seats ; 
while a man, in appearance a courier, but 
dressed in plain dark clothes, was the 
escort on horseback. 

" It was with great difficulty that the 
stranger could be conveyed up stairs, 
where she was placed in bed as quietly 
as possible by her two attendants, who 
carefully locked the door in the inside: 
while the courier busied himself in arrang- 
ing the luggage in the apartments he had 
secured, and then took to his ^ meer- 
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schaum' with true German indifference^ 
turning a deaf ear to all the questions 
put to him by every person in the hotel, 
from the highest to the lowest 

^^ Meanwhile the nurse and her assistant 
alternately left the sick room to procure 
refreshment for themselves, and to provide 
whatever might be required for the poor 
sufferer. 

" Our feelings were strongly excited by 
this detail, and great was our anxiety to 
learn the name and condition of one, 
travelling in a style of feshion and ex- 
pense, but under the care of servants only; 
yet in a state calculated to call for com- 
passion and commiseration from any pass- 
ing stranger. 

" Our evening was spent in vain con- 
jecture, but without coming to any con- 
clusion. It was agreed that Dr. Oglander 
shoTzld offer his services; but they were 
instantly rejected, which could not fail to 
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add strength to the yarious impressions 
ah-eady existing in our minds. So much 
was this the case, that when dismissed for 
the night by Lady de Vere, I felt it im- 
possible to sleep, and determined not to 
undress, that I might be ready to give 
the alarm should assistance be required. 

" My room being' immediately over that 
of the mysterious sufferer, I could not 
help fancying sounds of distress every 
moment; and I stole down frequently 
during the night to the door of the sick 
-chamber, in the hope of ascertaining what 
was passing within. I could only catch 
low moans at intervals, which gave me 
the horrid idea that means were adopted 
to stifle cries which might brii^ witnesses 
to "the spot. Still my own terror was so 
great that I dared not alarm the house. 

" At length, after watching in restless 
anxiety for the dawn, one heart-rending 
and piercing shriek struck my ear ! I 
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ran, or rather flew, to the apartment of 
Lord and Lady de Vere, where my cries 
and earnest entreaties for help brought 
Lord de Vere, and also Dr. Oglander, who 
slept in the same corridor. The first step 
was to procure the master-key from the 
mistress of the hotel, which was no sooner 
obtaiuied than we all hastened to the 
spot. 

" How shall I describe the appalling 
and melancholy spectacle which then met 
our eyes ! How find words to detail a 
scene so replete with horror! Out- 
stretched on a bed which bore certain 
marks of the agonising struggles so re- 
cently endured, lay the inanimate form 
now before us. The life of this unfortu- 
nate creature had been sacrificed at the 
moment of giving birth to a daughter* 
A deep veil had been thrown over the 
countenance, for the purpose of conceal- 
ing the features from the prying eye of 
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strangers— *wfaile the nurse stood close to 
the body, as if to guard it from too 
minute an inspection. She dared not, 
however, resist the command of Lord de 
Vere to withdraw the veil, and thus re- 
vealed to our sight a countenance fair as 
alabaster. The eyes were closed, and the 
features had evidently been composed and 
arranged by a skilfiil hand. 

" All was still ! The agony of death 
had passed ! And the spirit had returned 
to the God who gave it. 

" No marks of violence were perceptible ; 
but it was impossible to reflect on the 
attending circumstances without suspi* 
cion; and this weighed strongly in the 
mind of Lord de Vere and Dr. Oglander. 

" Meanwhile, the nurse's assistant, who 
had been busily employed in washing and 
dressing the new-bom infant, now brought 
it to Lord de Vere ; when the little blue- 
eyed stranger, as if inspired by Provi- 
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dence at such a moment of extreme desti- 
tution, to implore his protection, stretched 
forth its helpless hands towards him. 

" Such an appeal to such a man was 
irresistible. He felt it was a blessing 
which, to himself, had been hitherto de- 
nied, however ardently longed for. He 
was ignorant to whom the innocent crea- 
ture before him owed its birth; but of 
one parent he saw it bereaved, and that 
in the most afflicting manner. Where 
was the survivor to be found, if any such 
there was in existence? — Might he not, 
also, by adverse fate, have perished ? 
. " Such were the feelings of Lord de 
Vere, when, impelled by benevolence and 
humanity, he paused not to ascertain the 
facts which the attendants might have to 
reveal, but resolved to ensure the welfcire 
of the child by adopting it, should there 
be any doubt as to its origin or distinc- 
tion* Taking it, therefore, to his bosom, 
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he turned to all present, and said — * Bear 
witness that I, from this moment, adopt 
and receive this child of misfortune as 
my own ! I will be to her a fether, and 
she shall be to me a daughter ! I know 
the kind heart of my vnte too well not 
to feel sure that she will endeavour to 
replace to this poor infant the unfortunate 
mother she has lost; and should we not 
succeed, on our return to England, in 
discovering her real parent, I wiU con- 
tinue to replace him then, and for ever, 
in every sense of the word. If it should 
please the Almighty to give me children 
of my own hereafter, it shall be my con- 
stant care to unite them under my own 
roof as one family, by the bonds of 
mutual affection, that, like real brothers 
and sisters, they may dwell together in 
perpetual amity/ 

" He then embraced the little creature 
most tenderly, and giving her into my 
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hands, desired me to carry the child to 
Lady de Vere ; for, added he, * I know her 
kind and generous heart will so rejoice 
in the power of doing good, that she will 
cheerfully agree with me in all I have 
promised, and endeavour to supply the 
place of the lost mother, by every means 
in her power. It must be the first bu-r 
siness in the morning, to secure a iiurs6^ 
capable of affording to this poor child the 
natural nourishment of which it has been 
deprived by death, and we must endeavour 
to provide every comfort of which the 
tim6 will admit. I shall therefore remain 
here to-morrow, to make all these arrange* 
ments, and, if possible, to gain some in* 
formation on all points connected with 
this strange and mysterious affair/ 

" I immediately took the child, leaving 
Lord de Vere and Dr. Oglander to ques- 
tion and cross-question the attendants a9 
they thought proper. 

VOL. I. D 
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^^ The substance of the nurse's statement 
was as follows : — * I am a midwife in 
great practice, and I keep two or three 
assistants whom I can trust, and whom I 
can sometimes send to replace me. I am 

a great favourite of Sir R C ^ 

and am always employed and recom* 
mended by him, in cases of peculiar de- 
licacy. About a month ago, he called on 
me, telling me he had secured for me a 
great but hazardous job. That he should 
not appear in the business ; but a man, 
whose person he described accurately 
(the very man now acting as courier), 
would come and settle every thing. It 
must, however, be on one condition ! that 
I asked no questions, but that I only did 
my duty in the manner by him pre- 
scribed. To own the truth, though I have 
seen many bad things, I got very uneasy 

in my mind, after I had seen Sir R 

C ; but I was dazzled by the very 
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large sum of money promised. This vtbs 
about a month ago ; and sure enough, two 
days after, this man appeared at my 
house (after dark), and unfolded to me 
the intentions of his employers. All he 
did say, I am not at liberty to mention J 
but he told me that I must be ready in a 
fortnight, to take a journey abroad ; for 
how long a time must be doubtfal,'but 
that I should be allowed to take an as- 
sistant, who must attend Hhe lady' as 
her maid. It was a case which required 
particular attention, as it was a person in 
very delicate health. Her .confinement 
was expected in July. He was not at 
liberty to disclose her name or rank ; and 
he made me swear, in the most solemn 
manner, that neither directly nor indi- 
rectly, would I attempt to make any 
discovery. 

" * Being satisfied on this point, he 

dazzled me by the magnificence of his 

d2 
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offers. It was a sum far beyond what I 
could make in six months at home^ even 
if constantly employed; so, my Lord, I 
hope you will not think the worse of me, 
for having yielded to the temptation^ 
though I cannot but think all was not 
right; for the poor lady, from the very 
first when we joined her on board a ves- 
sel in the river, to which we were taken 
in a boat from Greenwich, seemed as if 
perishing by some inward complaint ; the 
sea-sickness of itself went near to kill her^ 
long before we reached the French coast« 
It would have made your heart ache to 
see what she went through in that 
voyage; but she uttered no complaint, 
except such as her anguish wrung from 
her. Poor soul! she is surely gone to 
Heaven, whatever she might have done 
in this world ; for she looked like a saint, 
and suffered like a martyr. 

^' * At last we were landed at a very old^ 
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looking town on the French coast; the 
saQors called it < Gravelines;* and there 
we stopped a day, that she might recover 
strength to proceed. I began to think it 
was meant to drown us all, and so end the 
business ; for some of the road lay so close 
to the sea, that the waves came rolling 
under the carriage. She said nothing, 
but we were frightened out of our wits, 
and kept screaming aloud, though there 
was nothing but the roaring of the sea, 
and the barren sands to answer us. We 
seemed to stop in odd places, and always 
to avoid the great towns, therefore we had 
bad accommodation ; but we carried bed- 
ding and other conveniences with us, and 
so the poor lady did not suffer in that way. 
" * How we got here, or what road we 
came by, I really can't tell, and I suppose 
I was not meant to know ; but for some 
hours before, we had great difficulty in 
keeping her from fainting, the pain got 
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to be 80 great; and no wonder, for the 
excessive jumbling of the road must have 
made it worse. 

" •We put her into bed as soon as we 
could; and that was not many hours 
before you came, my Lord. Then the 
man got in a great passion because we 
could go no further, thinking we should 
be found out; and I had a hard matter 
to get the straw down, because he said it 
would tell that there was somebody ill in 
the house. But it would have been too 
cruel not to have it, for she was all shook 
to pieces as it were, and every noise terri- 
fied her, and made her look quite wild. 
Indeed, I think her wits were going fast ; 
for when she did say anything, it was all 
incoherent, and we could not make it out. 

" * Before we got here, she drew out 
a little smelling-bottle, which she always 
carried about her, and which I took for 
eavrde^luce (for it looked white, and had 
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no sediment), and I thought she was 
going to smell it; but before I could stop 
her, she swallowed it. No sooner was it 
down her throat, than I thought to my- 
self, if any harm comes of this, it may 
get us into trouble, so we must take no 
notice. You see, my Lord, we could not 
help it; and the bottle has no smell or 
taste, so we are none the wiser, nor likely 
to be so. She got very pale after it, and 
her face seemed convulsed, and her pains 
seemed to come stronger. 

" * Here is the bottle, my Lord, to make 
you sure we had no hand in it. A bad 
woman I know I am ! and may God 
forgive my sins; but I was never yet 
guilty of murder.' 

" Lord de Vere shuddered as she spoke, 
and gave the bottle to Dr. Oglander, who 
could make no discovery ; not a vestige 
of the drug, whatever it might have been, 
was remaining. 
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** The nurse did not shrink during the 
examination, only entreated that the poor 
lady might have Christian burial, if such 
a thing could be procured in a foreign 
land. 

" * If you please, my Lord,' said she, * I 
will just go and ask what is to be done 
of *Goritz' (that is the name we know 
him by, though I dare say it is not his 
own), for no doubt he had his orders, 
in case anything should happen/ 

" * No !' repUed Lord de Vere, ' I take 
those inquiries upon myself; and you will 
not stir from this room till I return/ 

" He then desired Dr. Oglander to keep 
guard over these women, while he went 
in person to seek the courier; and, pro- 
ceeding with him to a private room, he 
made every effort to discover the name 
and situation of his employer, but in this 
he completely failed. He then asked him 
what directions he had received, and 
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how fer he was prepared for the dreadfiil 
catastrophe which had taken place. 

** The man (Goritz) appeared quite un- 
concerned, but was very ready with his 
answers. He said that the previous ill 
health of the lady making such an event 
highly probable, he had been supplied 
with ample means and directions to settle 
everything as to the burial, should death 
be the consequence, whenever it might 
occur ; and if the child was bom alive, he 
was to put it, en pension, in some decent 
family, with a proper wet nurse, leaving 
a sum of money for its support, and for 
their remuneration ; and with a promise 
that they should, from time to time, re- 
ceive remittances as they might be neces- 
3ary. He said he did not feel himself 
called upon to divulge what had been 
their intended place of destination; and 
intimated that he did not consider himself 

answerable in any way to Lord de Vere ; 
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as he was fully justified in abiding by the 
orders he had received. But now that 
' his charge' was no more, he should 
proceed to the authorities of the town, to 
have the prods verbal in due form, and 
prepare for the funeral as soon as possible. 
Delay in foreign towns was never per* 
mitted, and the third day at ferthest must 
be that of interment 

" He was very ready to give up th^ 
child to Lord de Vere, as he seemed in* 
clined to do well by it ; and he was willii^ 
to leave with him the ample layette ^vhicll 
had been brought with them from £ng-» 
land, for the use of the in&nt ; but all the 
effects of the deceased he considered to 
be the perquisite of the nurse, with the 
exception of some articles of jewellery, 
which he might think it right to cany 
back, as also the travelling carriage, witli 
all its appurtenances. 

On the whole, he was so plausible, and 
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pretended so much that regard for the 
character of the lady had alone caused all 
the precautions adopted, that Lord de 
Vere was at a loss how to bring him to 
ftirther explanation. 

" In foreign countries there are no in- 
quests but those by the Juge de Paix and 
Procureur du Roi ; and that gold has a 
power to check and overrule all inquiry, 
has been but too often exemplified. There 
is a story current of a person having 
crossed the channel on board a vessel, in 
which he met a young man but too well 
acquainted with his private secrets ; that 
he invited him to suppeir, and treated him 
with liie greatest apparent cordiality, but 
in the course of the night he was seized 
with excruciating pains, and expired 
diortly after; and so magical was the 
power of gold on that occasion, that it 
is asserted the body was in two hours 
consigned to its mother earth, and the 
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party proceeded on his journey without 
molestation. 

" So would it not have been in the 
present instance, had Lord de Vere felt 
authorized to take any decisive measures. 
But none could reverse the decree of the 
Almighty. The fair flower which had once 
blossomed' in health and vigour, had been 
withered and cut down, and was now 
become a clod of the valley. By what 
merciless hand this had been effected, was 
to remain unknown ; but it afforded great 
consolation to the kind-hearted Lord de 
Vere, that he had arrived in time to 
rescue the helpless and unconscious babe 
from the uncertainty of its future fate. 

" With the assistance of the mistress of 
the Hotel d'Harscamp, a very well-recom- 
mended young woman was found to per- 
form the part of wet-nurse, under the 
superintendence of Lady de Vere's maid, 
Mrs. Addington, and with whom the 
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nurse and child were to travel in the 
chaise to Spk. 

*' It is impossible to give an idea how 
Lady de Vere benefitted by this new 
source of interest and occupation. It 
seemed to give her new life, and to supply 
the void in her own existence, which was 
caused by having no children. She vied 
with Lord de Vere in every kindness to 
the infant; and their feelings, drawn to 
the same object, seemed to endear them 
still more to each other, 

" Before we left Namur, on the following 
day, I could not help wishing to take a 
last look at all which remained of one 
so young and beautiful ; but I came 
too late. No time had been lost in pre- 
paring the body for interment : the 
coffin was already closed, and beside it 
were placed four lighted tapers, the 
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apartment being completely hung with 
black. 

" I recoiled with horror from this mourn- 
ful scene; but I was followed by the 
nurse, who requested me to be present to 
witness her giving the child's little ward- 
robe to Mrs. Addington. She also gave 
to my charge a small locket, set with 
very large diamonds, and filled with feir 
hair, which the deceased always wore, and 
which she had removed since her death. 
To this she added a very fine cambric 
handkerchief, upon which was embroidered 
a ducal crown, over a large cipher ; and 
this, together with a gold watch, bearing 
the same initials, she thought it right to 
give up, as it might be found useful at 
some future time in discovering the real 
father of the child. 

" On my delivering these mementos to 
Lord de Vere, a sudden suspicion of the 
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trath seemed to flash across his mind ; for 
he took immediate possession of them, 
and charged me never to name them to 
any human heing. 

" We made a two days' journey to SpJ^ 
sleeping at Liege in our way ; as we had 
now two feeble travellers to consider. 
But luckily, the in£Etiit had taken to her 
nurse most kindly, and slept nearly the 
whole of the way on her bosom. We 
were, however, very thankful to arrive 
at the Hotel d'Orange, after the agitating 
occurrences of our journey, and made no 
attempt to explore on that evening." 
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CHAPTER V. 

MISS MARSDEN^S DIARY CONTINUED. 

** How cheerfiil is Spa in the vivid bright' 
ness of a summer morning, when the grey 
mists of the dawn, which seem as a veil to 
obscure the surrounding scenery, are dis- 
persed by the glorious rays of the rising 
sun, and disclose the mountain-tops in all 
their wild luxuriance, clothed with heath 
flowers of every hue, and shrubs which 
appear in part to have been self-sown by 
the master -hand of the Creator ; but 
which, in latter years, have been culti- 
vated and increased by the industry of 
man, for the benefit and pleasure of those 
who frequent these delightful and salu- 
tary springs. 
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** The principal of these springs is called 
the Pouhon, and formeriy stood in a 
forest, though now it occupies the centre 
of this very pretty and romantic village, 
or rather, what is called in France, Petit 
fiourg. 

" This fountain is said to unite in itself 
the merits of all the rest; and has the 
reputation of * making the barren woman 
to keep house, and become the joyful 
mother of children/ 

" There can be no doubt, that eariy hours 
and constant exercise must very much im- 
prove the constitution, both of which form 
part of the rSgime at Spa, where health is 
the primary object; whereas at home, other 
pursuits and avocations, and the dissipa- 
tion of the world, cause them to be neg- 
lected. By seven o'clock, all the world 
are in motion; some pacing to and fro, 
under the colonnade of the Pouhon; 
others en caUchcy or mounted on the little 
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Spk horses, cantering to the GSranstire, 
the Sauvenihrej or the Tonneletj aocord^ 
ing to the nature of their complaint, or 
the whim of their physician. 

" Of these latter there are several, and, 
like the foimtains, each has his partisans ; 
but we shall escape all rivalry and compe- 
tition, by having secured Dr. Oglander as 
our private property. 

" We have the advantage of meeting 
all the cavalcades in their morning pro- 
gress; for we begin by driving to the 
Pouhon^ where Lady de Vere takes her 
first glass, and then proceeds en caliche^ 
accompanied by Dr. Oglander, to the 
Tonneletj en route to the Sauvenihe^ 
where we halt a^ain, for the purpose 
of drinking the concluding glass, and 
return home by the Gironsthre. 

" It is very diverting to see the custom 
of riding h califourchon, which is practised 
by many foreign ladies of distinction here^ 
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and imitated by some of our ill-judging 
countrywomen, who, in aspiring to follow 
this foreign fa^ion, make strange exhi* 
bitions, from the want of due precaution, 
and convulse the passers-by with laughter. 
But this ridiculous, and, I may add, dis* 
gusting fashion, is confined to very few, 
and those not within the pale of what is 
termed good society. 

** The roads in the environs are so in- 
difierent, that riding is the principal mode 
of conveyance for every excursion; and, 
for this purpose, the little rough horses of 
the country are preferred to those brought 
from England, whose sleek coats will not 
patiently endure the sharp bite of the 
forest flies, which are very troublesome at 

this season. 

♦ # # * 

" The first object of Lord de Vere is to 
find a proper person to baptize the child 
of his adoption ; and in this he will pro* 
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bably succeed without difficulty; as we 
are told that two English bishops are 
to arrive this day from Aix-la-Chapelle, 
the Bishops of D and N . 

** The conviction of Lord de Vere that 
this interesting and mysterious child is at 
least half English, has decided her being 
received into the Protestant Church, but 
by the name of ' Ernestine.' 

" Lord de Vere's heart is so good, that 
I feel no anxiety for the fixture fate of a 
being whom Providence has thus thrown 
under his protection ; but the day will 
probably come, in which his affections 
may be drawn upon more deeply, by 
having children of his own ; in which 
case, the little * Ernestine ' must become 
a secondary consideration. 

" At present. Lady de Vere appears 
quite as much pleased as her Lord with 
this new object of attention ; and I verily 
believe it will re-establish her nervous 
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system more effectually than the Spk- 
waters, or the prescriptions of Dr. Og- 
lander. A moderate degree of dissipa* 
tion being thought good for her, and all 
sedentary employment prohibited to the 
drinkers of Spa-water, we are to make 
our first appearance at the Redoute this 
evening, after preparing by a quiet dinner 
in our private apartments, and a cool 
drive in the Avenue du Marteauj which is 
to Spk what the AlUe Verte is to Brus-* 
sels, the evening promenade of its most 
distinguished visitors and inhabitants. 

" I am looking forward to much amuse- 
inent from the variety of persons, of all 
nations, whom I am promised a sight of 
at the Redoute; Russians and Poles, 
Italians, Spaniards, Germans, French 
and English of all degrees, and without 

number. 

« # # « 

*^ By the advice of Dr. Oglander, Lady 
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de Vere is ordered to lie down and rest 
for two hours before dinner; during 
which time he was my companion in 
a walk to the Montague d Annette et 
Lubin, whose cottage has lately been de- 
stroyed, but which is replaced by a very 
pretty belvSdire, which commands the 
whole valley of Spk, and much of the 
adjacent country. 

^' Our walk was arduous and fatiguing, 
for great labour is still required to make 
the paths less precipitous ; but my fetigue 
was sensibly lessened by the agreeable 
conversation of the excellent and amiable 
man who bore me company, and beguiled 
the weary way. I must say, he is never 
tie trop on any occasion, though treated, 
as he ought to be, by Lord and Lady de 
Vere more as a friend than in his profes- 
sional capacity. 

" I was much amused by the Doctor's 
account of a Confrere^ who was actually 
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expected to fetch and carry like a &yourite 
dog, but without his privileges ; never ' 
being admitted to join the family party 
on any occasion, though universally le 
bien venu everywhere else. Some make 
a parade of their physician, on the con- 
trary, as a state appendage, when they 
appear in public ; and others claim their 
presence and protection as a cordon 
sanitaire, to ward off any infection which 
the chances of travelling may throw in 
their way. 

" In our drive to the Avenue du Mar- 
teaUy we met the equipages of the two 
expected bishops, driving in from Aix-la- 
Chapelle. These, like the characters of 
their respective occupants, formed the 
most striking contrast which can be ima- 
gined. First, in precedence as in splen- 
dour, came the gorgeous train of the 

Bishop of D ^ a coach more fitted for 

a levee at St. James's than the rough 
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roads and uncertain weather of a conti* 
nental tour, duly emblazoned with mitres, 
coats of arms, &c., and drawn by six 
beautiful brown horses, brought from 
England, and driven by a body coach* 
man, the symmetry of whose well-curled 
wig rivalled in perfection that of his Lord- 
ship within. 

" The courier had galloped forward, in 
his full costume of purple and gold, to 
proclaim the approach of this episcopal 
grandee, who waved his hand to Lord de 
Vere, with a most gracious and smiling 
bow of recognition, in which he was 
joined by his chkre moitie, * albeit, unused 
to the bending mood/ 

"Two other carriages followed, with 
the secretary, chaplain, and other atten- 
dants. 

** A few paces further back, at the end 
of all this display, came a neat, plain 
chaise en limoniere^ containing the meek, 
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the humble, the apostolic Bishop of N — j 
with his chaplain, attended by one ser- 
vant. He is on his way to England, 
after having been persuaded to try the 
eflFect of the baths of Aix-la-Chapelle, for 
one month, to remove a most severe fit 
of the gout. 

" Though slightly acquainted with both 
these prelates. Lord de Vere had already 
made up his mind (however convinced 
that both would be most cheerfiilly will- 
ing to comply with his wishes), which of 
the two he judged it most expedient to 
solicit to perform that ceremony, and 
bestow that blessing upon his adopted 
child, which would render her a member 
of the established church. 

"I must now return to the more gay 
and worldly subject of the Medoute, into 
which we all made our entrie soon after 
nine o'clock. The rouge et noir and ran*- 
lette tables had already begun to £11$ and 

VOL. I. B 
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Lord de Vere indulged our curiosity by 
risking a few Napoleons. But, as we were 
neither interested nor amused, by seeing 
the malignant triumph of some, or the 
downcast melancholy of those who sur- 
rounded them, we soon turned away to 
examine the various groups which kept 
pouring in every moment, hoping that 
among them we might recognize some 
friend or acquaintance. 

" In this hope we were not disap- 
pointed; for Lord Arlingford, who had 
long known Lord de Vere, came up to 
present his bride, with whom he was 
arrived at Spk, to renew the pleasures of 
the honeymoon, which, with them, had 
but very recently expired. 

" Lady Arlingford appeared highly gra- 
tified by the amiable reception of Lady de 
Vere, and they immediately set off, arm in 
arm, on a tour of recognition, lescving me 
to follow, under the care of Dr. Oglander. 
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" In the motley assemblage were many 
persons, the first chapter of whose lives 
had been less brilliant than the succeed- 
ing ones. Madame Salomons, the widow 
of one of the richest Jew-brokers in 
Europe, who has brought a very pretty 
niece with her, and is on her way to 
Vienna, accosted Lady de Vere with the 
condescending smile of a * Queen of She- 
ba;* while from me she turned, with 
silent contempt, after a look which seemed 
to say * Who or what can she be V At that 
moment sh6 had certainly forgotten those 
days (they were not des jours de fite,) 
when, I have been told, she used to run 
along the streets as a day-scholar at a little 
school, carrying her books in a satchel. 

" I hope she will shortly proceed to 

Aix-la-Chapelle, that odious, black, and 

dismal town, with its gorgeous edifices, 

being better suited to her grandeur than 

the little modest village of Spa. 

E 2 
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" I had the ill-fortune to be selected as 
a partner, though I had declined dancing 
for the whole evening, by a man who 
might certainly boast of being her pen- 
dant (in riches, at least). He came up, 
and introduced himself to me by the name 
of * Maskerville,' assuring me he was not 
like many in that room — a needy adven- 
turer; but that he had thousands and 
thousands at his command. Had I intended 
to dance, I should decidedly have pre- 
ferred a more expert as well as alert 
cavalier; for both his size and appear- 
ance proclaimed 'that his dancing days 
were over.' But, when I civilly excused 
myself, he declared that I must, at least, 
promise to take a ride with him to the 
Wells, in his phaeton. 

^^Dr. Oglander charitably assisted me 
in getting rid of him for the moment, by 
saying that Lady de Vere's carriage was 
waiting, and that he must carry me off. 
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** I am afraid this man means to be my 
bite Twire while he remains here, which 
will be a dreadM nuisance. Lord de 
Vere was so amused by the persevering 
attentions of this lover at first sight, that 
he made a point of inquiring from what 
quarter he sprung, and received the fol- 
lowing account from an Englishman of 
his acquaintance : — 

" * Mr. Maskerville is said to have be- 
gun life as a helper at a great inn on the 
Bath road, which was frequented twice in 
every year by the head of a considerable 
firm in the city, who found the Bath 
waters essential to his health, and invari- 
ably performed the journey in his gig, in 
which he drove a highly -valued and 
favourite horse. This youth, as he then 
was, never failed to tend this animal with 
peculiar attention, rubbing him down 
most diligently, and even cribbing the 
oats intended for other horses, to bestow 



Digitized 



by Google 



78 ERNESTINE, 

on this creature an extra feed. The 
attention of the traveller being at lei^h 
drawn towards him, by the justice done 
to his pet, he determined to take the lad 
into his service as his groom — ^a situation 
&r preferable to the casualties and uncer- 
tainties of an inn. The proposal was 
therefore joyfully accepted. He quickly 
gained such favour with his master (who 
soon found out that he had abilities as 
well as intelligence), that he raised him 
from the stable to the office as one of his 
clerks. In the counting-house, his talents 
for pounds, shillings, and pence were soon 
exhibited in so striking a manner that he 
was shortly after taken into partnership, 
having gained the entire confidence and 
regard of his employer, who, on his 
death-bed, bequeathed to him the whole 
of his large fortune and very extensive 
business. Thus he came into many thou- 
sands per annum, which he well knows 
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how to circulate and increase in 'Change 
Alley, and considers every penny wasted 
which goes in any other direction, unless 
it ministers to his own selfish gratifi- 
cation. His appearance is vulgar, and 
his manner obtrusive ; for he has the idea 
that *money makes the man,' and thinks 
himself therefore on a level with every 
lord in the creation.' 

" I think the foreign custom of asking 
to dance, without a previous introduction, 
is a very bad one. An acquaintance of 
mine actually danced one night with a 
shoemaker, who served her with shoes, 
some days after the ball, from his own 
counter. 

"This morning, on our way to the 
Sauv^niercy we were overtaken by Mr. 
Maskerville, driving the said phaeton, 
with magnificent bay horses. He seemed 
very proud of his skill in managing them. 
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little aware that we already knew that 
talent in him to be professional. But 
where he took his lessons in petits soins I 
know not ; for I shrewdly suspect that to 
him I owe a very beautiful bouquet, left 
for me at our hotel this morning, though, 
as it came anonymously, I have no right 
to take any notice of it, 

"The flowers at Sp^ are lovely, and, 
at this moment, in full beauty and luxuri- 
ance. Never did I see such yellow car- 
nations, bright white and cream-coloured. 
These last I never saw in England ; but 
here and at Liege there are carnation- 
trees, bearing from thirty to forty blos- 
soms. The roses and other flowers are 
also in great perfection, to which my 
bouquet bears very ample testimony. 

" Lord de Vere has been passing great 
part of the morning with the worthy 

Bishop of N , the most unassuming, 

mild, and benevolent of human beings, 
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whose only error appears to be too easy a 
belief in the professions of his fellow- 
creatures, and too great an indulgence 
for their frailties. Most willingly did he 
lend an ear to the interesting and aflfect- 
ing tale communicated, under the seal of 
secresy, by Lord de Vere ; and he readily 
promised to confer his blessing on the 
infant, and to receive her within the pale 
of the Christian church, sanctifying, by 
his own purity, the mysterious doubts 
which hung over her birth. Most highly, 
also, did he applaud the intention of Lord 
and Lady de Vere,. of imposing on them- 
selves a double obligation — to protect and 
maintain their adopted child by becoming 
her sponsors at the baptismal font. 

" The day following was fixed for this 
interesting ceremony; and Lord and 
Lady de Vere agreed that, as the wife 
of Lord Arlingford, should his consent 

be obtained, they could not find at Spi 

e3 



Digitized 



by Google 



82 ERKESTIKE, 

a more ostensible or efficient person than 
Lady Arlingford to join them in the office 
they were about to undertake. 

" Though dying with a curiosity more 
than natural to her sex in general, and 
inwardly mortified at not being let entirely 
into the secret, Lady Arlingford persuaded 
her lord and master to give his consent, 
hoping that this concession, aided by 
time, might put her in full possession of 
the whole matter. 

" This point once settled, we all assem- 
bled in the private apartments of Lord 
and Lady de Vere, admitting those only 
who were essential as principals or as 
witnesses to the ceremony ; and nothing 
could be more impressive and afiecting 
than the manner in which that ceremony 
was performed by the good Bishop. It 
drew tears from all those who were ac- 
quainted with the melancholy circum- 
stances attending the birth of the little 
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* Ernestine/ — especially Lord and Lady de 
Vere, who felt the fiiU force of the charge 
reposed in them. , 

" Lord de Vere could not restrain his 
feelings when he gave to the infant the 
paternal embrace ; and he then mentally 
renewed the pledge he had given, when 
he first took her to his arms at Namur. 

" I think he will now be in better spirits ; 
for to see these sacred rites performed has 
been his primary object from the moment 
he adopted this most interesting child, 
whose progress in health and growth has 
been rapid even in this short time. — 
Thanks to her excellent nurse. 

" I must now give some account of Lord 
and Lady Arlingford ; but I must observe 
in the first place, that the good Bishop 
was asked to partake the family dinner by 
Lord de Vere, and that Lord and Lady 
Arlingford were added to the party — 
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^ Health and prosperity to the heroine of 
the day/ was a toast drank with heartfelt 
and friendly cordiality by all; Lady 
Arlingford attempted to rally Lord de 
Vere, however, on the extreme interest he 
evinced for a child unknown, but was 
quickly silenced by a look from Lady 
de Vere. 

" Lord Arlingford is a man of shrewd- 
ness and worldly sense ; but with a bad 
address, and a cold and undignified manner. 
Yet he is proud and haughty to a great 
degre^; for he seems to pronounce no 
one to be companionable who has not a 
place in the Red Book. He has arrived 
at that middle age, when all men are apt 
to think themselves infallible, and to 
become in consequence arbitrary and 
* dictatorial.' He has not, however, suc- 
ceeded in laying down the law in his own 
family, which is very numerous ; but he 
has the comfortable feeling that they are 
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all disposed of; and whether happily or 
unhappily, is now become more their 
concern than his, seeing, that accord- 
ing to modem fashion, they all took 
their own way, and are therefore sure 
to make the best of their difficulties, if 
only for the sake of contradiction. 

"Thus his family no longer troubles 
him, and he is at full liberty to enjoy 
this world's goods ; together with a pretty 
wife, a good cook, the best appointed 
house, and the neatest carriages in London. 

" Lady Arlingford was once a reigning 
toast, as well as beauty; and is still a 
very pretty woman. She has the superior 
good luck to be the third wife of his 
choice ; though it is her first venture in 
the state of matrimony. True it is, that 
she has had many previous chances, and 
hair-breadth escapes of that holy condi- 
tion ; but some unlucky contre-temps has 
invariably sprung up, and she was on the 
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high road towards resigning all chance of 
happiness in married life, when her good 
planet carried her to a country-house, 
where the blockade of a deep snow, gave 
time and opportunity to achieve a con- 
quest which she had scarcely dared venture 
to anticipate. What a haven of rest, to 
one who had encountered nearly all the 
vicissitudes of life ! Who had known the 
want of money; had seen distress in its 
worst shape ; and with it, that still more 
trying evil, the desertion of friends and 
relations. Doubtless she will now find 
these very persons courting her regard and 
notice, and gladly accepting her services ; 
while theirs were denied to her in the 
hours of her former and utmost need. 

" Such is the world ! truly may we say, 
with the admirable Young — 



" Lean not on earth — 'twill pierce thee to the heart, 
A broken reed at best ; but oft a spear. 
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On its sharp point, peace bleeds 
And hope expires! " — 



" There is no end to the arrivals. I 
only wish that I could number Mr* 
Maskerville among the departures. But 
he seems quite resolved to lay a regular 
siege to my affections ; and Xord de Vere 
declares, that if all other chances fail, he 
will certainly endeavour to carry the day 
by assault. 

"When I think of Naples — of the perfect 
felicity to which my fond and foolish 
heart then aspired, and that with the 
most captivating and talented of hu- 
man beings, I turn with loathing from 
the ftilsome and low-bred admiration of 
my present persecution. But I must 
consider it as a trial of patience, sent as 
a punishment for former presumption. 

" Lord and Lady de Vere have this 
day received a visit of cong6 from the 
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Bishop of D and his stately wife. 

No words can do justice to the formality 

of Mrs, ; but I am told they are 

both most excellent and worthy people; 
abundant in charity as in wealth ; and ex- 
tending their good works to all points of 
the compass. Schools, alms-houses, and 
other benevolent institutions, are endowed 
by their bounty, and will remain in after 
ages to bear testimony to the noble and 
generous use they made of *the talents' 
committed to their care. Still, as perfec- 
tion is not of this world, they are not 
without their share of human weakness. 
The love of pomp and outward show, is 
inherent in both, and is indulged in a 
manner more becoming a Lord Temporal, 
than a Lord Spiritual. 

" The Want of due accommodation here, 
the best lodgings being all engaged, has 
decided their departure. Nothing could 
be more obliging than the offers of ser- 
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vice made by the Bishop, and in his most 
courteous manner; and while he lamented 
being deprived, by his short stay, of the 
extreme pleasure of cultivating an ac- 
quaintance with those whose character he 
so highly esteemed, he begged to assure 
Lord and Lady de Vere that he looked 
forward with delight and pride to receiv- 
ing them at B A , most obli- 
gingly including Dr. Oglander and my- 
self in this invitation. 

" Dr. Oglander has seen much of them 
in his morning rambles on the mountam ; 
passing with them some agreeable hours 
in the Belvedere^ their private retreat, 
and he speaks most highly, both of the 
Bishop's taste and erudition. He is a 
patron to all young authors and artists, 
and indulges in the purchase of all va- 
luable works, ancient and modem. 

**They both expressed much satisfaction 
in the acquaintance they had formed 
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during the week of their stay, with the 

Princess S ^a; a Russian-Polish lady 

of high degree, as well as of great attain- 
ments, who happens to lodge in the same 
hotel, and occupies the principal suite of 
apartments. Their report makes us long 
to be made known to her ; and they have 
kindly undertaken to present us. 

" The Prince and Princess Radzivil and 
the Count Poniatowski are also among 
the distinguished foreigners now at Spa. 

" I amuse myself with drawing, though 
it is always with fear when at a distance 
from home, as I live in constant dread of 
Mr. Maskerville, whose advances no re- 
serve on my part can repel. Lord de 
Vere, therefore, kindly spares one of his 
servants to carry my drawing apparatus 
to and fro, and I am making out a little 
series of views of Spa and its environs in 
water-colours, to fill a book ; for I find no 
journal more interesting than the locali- 
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ties which are recalled by sketching. To 
me, they not only retrace the spot itself, 
but the thoughts which filled my mind 
while I was thus occupied. 

" In the albums I have brought from 
Italy, I still feel it dangerous to indulge ; 
for my heart is not yet schooled to that 
perfect submission which is hencefor- 
word necessary to my peace. I hope to 
be approved by the kindly severe Duchess, 
when she sees by my letters, how anx- 
iously I am endeavouring to follow her 
good advice. 

" Her surprise must be great in hearing 
of the unexpected addition made to Lord 
de Vere's family at Namur ; though for 
my sake she will rejoice in the interest 
and occupation which this little foundling 
will afibrd me. 
" I am happy to say that the Bishop and 

Mrs. kept their word, before their 

departure; and that we do indeed find 
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(Dr. Oglander and myself in particular) 

the society of the Princess S a, a most 

valuable acquisition; and also that of 
her son. The Princess is a most perfect 
specimen of the northern clime she in- 
habits. Though advanced in age, her 
mind and body are still vigorous, and 
though at times she labours under acute 
rheumatism and other complaints of a 
painful and trying nature, she seems to 
have the power of laying them aside at 
pleasure, and enters into conversation 
on all subjects with energy and talent; 
enjoying the intervals of a rubber at whist, 
which she understands remarkably well, 
and plays in the most pleasant and lady- 
like manner. 

"Her son is a disappointed man, 
but a most sensible and agreeable person ; 
and Dr. Oglander says, a remarkably 
good scholar. Some political causes im- 
pede his present return to Poland ; but 
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his devotion to his mother is so affection- 
ate, that he never fails to join her in all 
her excursions beyond the frontier; 
thinking no distance too great, which can 
reunite ^them, and enable him to pay 
her every filial attention. He has been 
visiting of late in England ; but leading 
so retired a life, that the chances of 
society have never before thrown him in 
the way of Lord and Lady de Vere, His 
taste for music is so great, that how- 
ever painful to me the recollections which 
it brings, I have taken up my guitar for 
his amusement, in return for the very 
flattering notice I experienced from his 
kind mother; who does me the favour to 
say, that she enjoys my society and my 
knowledge of languages — ^not speaking or 
understanding anything of English her- 
self. ' 

" I have been repeatedly indulged with 
an invitation to their little family dinner, 
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accompanied by Dr. Oglander, and I have 
enjoyed these reunions more than any- 
thing I have met with since I left Naples. 

" I believe Lady Arlingford and Madame 
Salomons, both consider me improperly 
promoted to so high a place. I am 
poor and dependant ! Both heinous sins 
in the eyes of a parvenu. 

" Of Madame Salomons, I have little 
to say ; but that she appears ostentatious 
without being generous, and formal, with- 
out being dignified. Of Lady Arlingford 
I shall say more hereafter ; but I have a 
clue to her personal rudeness and swear- 
ing contempt in the total silence I have 
maintained on the subject of the little 
* Ernestine,' though assailed by her with 
unwearied assiduity, to tell all I know; 
an effectual method of closing my mouth ! 

"Finding my fidelity is not to be 
shaken either by art or cajoling, I 
strongly suspect her present aim to be 
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the undermining me in the favour I have 
so far enjoyed with my kind patroness. 
But I am not so easily crushed. Lord de 
Vere calls it all * woman's nonsense,' and 
desires me to hold up my head and trust 
to him. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

HISS harsden's diary continued. 

"We persevered in our evening drives, 
after which most of the party met at 
the theatre, or at the JRedoute. A few 
nights ago, we encountered the travelling 
equips^es of the ' Baron and Baroness Von 
Griffinhoof whose chief residence is in the 
blackest and most ruinous palace at the 
Hague; not because they have not the 
means, but because they are too niggardly 
to repair it, and they always say, it will 
' last their time/ 

" Lord de Vere, who generally knows a 
gfeat deal about every body, having in 
his younger days been a great traveller, 
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amuses us by various traits in theii 
character; some of which he has gathered 
from his own former observation, and 
others from conversation in the world. 
Monsieur and Madame Von GriflSnhoof 
are a cautious pair ; and, moreover, they 
glory in that caution. Possessed of an 
income, which is said to exceed £200,000 
per annum (chiefly arising from large 
tenures in the principal streets of all the 
best cities in Holland), they seldom 
venture on any act of common charity 
without considering more than once how 
best to limit their donation; nor have 
they ever been known, at any period of 
their lives, to have been guilty of any 
great act of liberality or benevolence. 

" ^ I have heard traits,' said Lord de Vere, 
'of these noble persons, with ignoble minds, 
with which I will not shock your ears or 
pain your hearts. Brothers have been left 
to linger all their days in penury, while 

VOL I. F 
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their children only found an asylum in 
death. But it is time to draw the curtain 
over a picture so revolting and disgrace- 
ful to human nature. No one will have 
reason to rejoice in their arrival, and no 
one will regret their departure.' 

" Lord de Vere had scarcely done speak- 
ing, when an English travelling chaise, 
with post-horses, came dashing along. 
His whole countenance lighted up, and 
ordering the cocher immediately to turn 
his horses' heads, he told us that the car- 
ris^e which had just passed, contained 
two of his nearest and dearest friends, 
who had undertaken the journey for 
the purpose of giving him pleasure. To 
Lady de Vere they were already well 
known ; but Dr. Oglander and myself 
were ignorant on the subject, and had not 
heard of their being expected : the letters 
received by Lord de Vere had led him to 
hope their arrival would shortly take place. 
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" The first of these persons. Sir Griffiths 
Walker, is an old baronet, with consider- 
able property in the North. He is the 
cotemporary of Lord de Vere; but with 
the remains of great beauty, a good figure, 
and a fine address, even now he must be 
captivating to hearts disengaged, and his 
success en bonnes fortunes^ has been pro- 
verbial from his earliest youth to the 
present moment. With difficulty has he 
torn himself from engagements, to make 
his present sacrifice at the shrine of friend- 
ship ; and deeply does it appear to be felt 
by Lord de Vere ; for he has been inces- 
santly occupied with his two friends since 
they arrived. 

" The companion of Sir Griffiths, Ro- 
deric Winston, of Winston Lodge, in the 

county of , is the senior of both, by 

many years ; but he is in every sense of 
the word, * a man they cannot do without.' 

In looks he is a perfect Silenus ; his cheeks 

f2 
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being bloated and red; and his eyes grey 
and penetrating, surmounted by eyebrows 
vast and bushy. His figure is squat, with 
an inimense protuberance h-la-FaUtaff ; 
and the tout ensemble accompanied by a 
fiery libertine look, at once alarming and 
revolting. 

" I perceive that my horror of this 
person will very soon exceed even that 
which I feel for Mr. Maskerville, who 
continues his flowery tribute day by day, 
but which is invariably consigned by me 
to Lady de Vere's dressing-room; that 
being a sanctum which he cannot pene- 
trate. 

" We seldom miss going to the Redoute 
for an hour or two in the evening, where 
we drink tea, and hear the gossip of the 
day ; * and as Lady de Vere and Lady 
Arlingford are become nearly inseparable, 
I often have the honour of accompanying 
the Princess S ^a, who takes my arm. 
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and thus ensures me the notice of all 
those who are worth knowing in the 
room. The numbers are great, and their 
composition promiscuous. 

" Mr. Winston moves about puflSng and 
blowing like a porpoise; and making a noise 
greatly resembling that made by a hum- 
ming-top. He sometimes comments to me 
in Italian on the vile specimens of English, 
who having been pent up, either in their 
native country, or in foreign prisons by 
the war, now congregate in shoals to all 
the baths on the Continent : but he al- 
ways ends with some well-turned and 
complimentary exception in my favour. 
I thought the poor man would have lost 
his senses yesterday, when some spiteful 
and cruel wag added a quantity of sugar 
to the powder in his dressing-box; in 
consequence of which a swarm of flies, 
wasps, &c. took possession of his bald 
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crown, and drove him nearly distracted 
by the effects of this very bad practical 
joke, which took place at a very crowded 
table (ThStCf at which we had agreed to 
dine; and I must do every body the 
justice to say, that oil, salt, and vinegar, 
came pouring in all directions, to disperse 
the enemy, and afford relief. It would 
be difficult to decide, from which the un- 
fortunate man suffered most — ^the attack 
or the rescue. All the attendants grinned !. 
but each denied having any hand in such 
a transaction, une mechante espikgleriey 
as the foreigners termed it. 

" * We must certainly forgive him his 
ill-humour for some days to come,' said 
Mr. Maskerville •, * for he can but feel 
very waspish !' 

^' We hear that Sir Griffiths is much 
devoted to the roulette and rouge-et-noir 
tables in the morning, and has seduced 
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Lord de Vere into the same amusement, 
where both are so successfiil, that they 
have more than once broke the bank. 

" This intelligence (for all news runs 
like wildfire at Sp^) has determined Lady 
de Vere to exert herself in withdrawing 
them from it, by forming parties to go 
and enjoy the romantic views in the en- 
virons ; and we are to begin to-morrow by 
visiting Justanville, a delightful pavilion, 
a few miles distant, belonging to Monsieur 
Fyon, a great proprietor in the cloth 
works at Verviers, who keeps this villa as 
a cklassementj to which he can retire when 
the labours of the day are over. He very 
kindly allows parties from SpJt to come 
by application, aiid pic-nic in his sweet 
Belvedere commanding a very lovely pros- 
pect, and bordered by a shady wood. 

" At one o'clock the Prince and Princess 
Radzivil set out on horseback, escorted by 
Lord de Vere and Lord Arlingford, the 
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Comte de Redeme, Comte Poniatowsky, 
and Mons. Rebeccque de Villars. Lady 
de Vere and Lady Arlingford followed in 
the barouche, accompanied by Sir GriflSths 
Walker and Mr. Winston, whom they en- 
listed as iheiT preux chevaliers for the day. 

" A'propos to that, it is evident that 
Lady Arlingford is determined to capti- 
vate, though only in fun, the tender heart 
of Sir GriflSths. But to proceed: the 
above occupied the first of three carriages. 
The other two contained the Princess 

S a and her son, Dr. Oglander, and 

myself. The third, though last not leOrSty 
Madame Salomons and her pretty niece, 
the Due de Rivero, and the Chevalier de 
Pereira. 

" The fourgon of Lord de Vere had 
preceded us, containing a perfect magoMn 
de comestibles. My guitar and the flute 
of the Chevalier de Pereira, found places 
in the carriage of the Princess S ^a. 
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"The day was delightfiil; and we wan- 
dered through the romantic walks while 
the dinner was preparing, listening to the 
purling rills, and admiring the cooling 
jets (TeaUy which abound in those pretty 
grounds. I lost no time in adding this 
to my sketches, not forgetting the chapel, 
which is beautifully situated, and which 
some of our party visited, but whether to 
perform orisons, human or divine, I did 
not inquire. 

" We were supplied with ices, tea, 
coflPee, &c. by the liberality of Mons. 
Fyon, who had purposely absented him- 
self to leave le champlibre to Lord de Vere 
and his party. 

" I am vain enough to think, that the 
Chevalier de Pereira and myself con- 
tributed not a little to the amusement and 
pleasure of those assembled in the shady 
groves of Justanville, on that evening; 

for we sang and played Spanish, Venetian, 

f3 
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and French airs, for two hours, without 
intermission, till the fading light reminded 
us we were to fill the little theatre, and 
laugh over * The Sorrows of Werter 
Travesticy and * Le Gastromw^ saris 
ArgentJ 

" It is not often that parties of this 
kind answer the intention for which they 
were arranged, that of aflPording pleasure 
to those who compose them. On this 
occasion all was couleur de rose; but I 
think foreigners understand the art of 
des petits riens much better than the 
English, and music certainly fills up the 
pauses in conversation very agreeably. , 

" It is wonderful to see the effect of the 
Spk waters on Lady de Vere : her nerves 
are no longer shaken by every breeze ; and 
her strength is so increased, that she is 
now equal to walking half an hour in the 
course of the day. I already perceive the 
effect of ' the evil spirit' which has been 
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at work; for in our drive to the Fountain 
this morning, being tHe-h-Ute, I encoun- 
tered for the first time, an angry look 
from Lady de Vere: * My dear Miss 
Marsden,' said she, * I am sure you are 
not aware how little you are with me in 
the course of the day. It is not at all my 
wish or intention to confine you at home ; 
but I often feel that I want you to read to 
me ; and when I inquire for you, Adding- 

ton tells me vou are out. Now when I 

•I 

lie down after dinner, I have such a dread 
of being disturbed, that I like to know 
that you are near me; and then you 
know I feel so helpless if I want anything, 
and find that nobody is within call. I say 
this as much for your sake as for my 
own ; for I assure you, my dear, that it 
has been remarked by several people, that 
you do not seem to consider attention to 
me a part of your daily duty. And now 
we are talking quietly (you must not 
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think me unkind !) but I can't help fear- 
ing, you are not quite prudent enough 
about men; and in your situation, you 
ought to be particularly careful/ 

" I felt this * the unkindest cut of all ;' 
smarting, as I knew myself to be, under 
the recent anguish I had experienced ; 
and which must, at least, prove my safe- 
guard against indiscretion, for some time 
to come. It was a wound which Lady de 
Vere would not have inflicted, had she 
been aware of the truth; for she is by 
nature a most kind-hearted person. I 
could not, however, help replying, that I 
was sure this idea could not have arisen 
from her own observation. 

" * Really, my dear Miss Marsden,' 
said she, * I never do see those sorts of 
things myself; I only hope you will 
take the hint: but pray don't be vexed. 
If 1 did not like you very much, I should 
not say anything.' 
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" She then embraced me in the kindest 
manner ; and Ti^as most particularly good- 
humoured to me the rest of the day. 

" I must confess that I felt hurt and 
put out by what had passed; and most 
certainly, its conclusion did not add to 
my comfort, as the sequel proved. 

" I had taken up a book, and was 
sitting quietly in the ante-room, while 
Lady de Vere was enjoying her usual 
repose, when I was aroused and startled 
by the sudden and abrupt entry of Mr. 
Maskerville, who rushed up to me, sans 
cerSmonie, and immediately falling on his 
knees, seized my hand, which he forcibly 
retained in his clammy grasp, while he 
confounded me by the following ad- 
dress : — 

" ' My dearest Miss M., don't be 
alarmed, but hear me out ! I am a plain 
spoken man ; I have worked hqrd, and I 
have made my own way in the world. I 
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have plenty of money ; andl should like to 
have a child of my own to leave it to. Now 
don't you be frightened ; you shall come 
to no harm ! but you look to me a strict, 
steady young woman ; and you hit my 
fancy the very first time I saw you. I 
don't want a frippery, raw girl, you are 
the thing for my money. Betwixt us, 
we shall be able to rear a nice little 
family (now don't look so angry!) and I 
can give you plenty of every thing — a 
coach to ride in — servants to wait on you 
— ^and a lapful of money, only for asking. 
What say you to it ? A word and a blow 
with me — so now for a kiss on the bar- 
gain!' 

" Then attempting to suit the action to 
the word, I screamed aloud, my senses 
and speech having been paralysed by 
terror and dismay, which till then had 
kept me silent. 

" At this moment the door opened, 
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and Lady Arlingford in person stood be- 
fore us. Never shall I forget the cruel 
smile which appeared on her countenance. 

" * Sorry am 1/ said she, * to arrive so 
mal-a-propos ! but I was not aware, Miss 
Marsden, that you received in this room. 
My busings here is to inquire what is 
become of dearest Lady de Vere, who does 
seem to have lengthened her usual even- 
ing nap most conveniently. I really beg 
your pardon ! but I conclude from what 
I have seen (though I assure you, very 
unintentionally), that I have to wish you 
joy; and, indeed, all circumstances con- 
sidered, I do not think you can do better.* 

" To this I made no sort of reply ; I 
could not trust myself to speak. Mean- 
while the discomfited swain had made a 
speedy exit, and Lady de Vere had awoke 
in an agony of fear, and was entreating 
to see Dr. Oglander and Lord de Vere, 
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being seized with a violent palpitation of 
the heart. 

" Lady Arlingford flew to comfort and 
restore her with sal volatile, while I was, 
of course, compelled to leave her mistress 
of the field, my duty being to summon 
those whom Lady de Vere so eagerly de- 
sired to see. 

" No sooner, however, was Lord de 
Vere released from the consultation which 
was held by Lady de Vere's bedside (where 
it was decided she should remain till the 
following morning, admitting no living 
creature but Dr. Oglander and her hus- 
band), than I hastened to request he 
would grant me the favour of an imme- 
diate, interview, if but for five minutes. 
This was instantly complied with by Lord 
de Vere, whose kind heart is ever open to 
distress, of whatever nature it may be; 
and who was shocked and grieved to see 
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« 

me burst into a flood of tears, which I 
could no longer restrain. 

" I lost no time in relating to him all 
that had passed in my morning drive 
with Lady de Vere ; adding my conviction 
of the quarter from whence her displea- 
sure had been excited. 

" In the most friendly manner he re- 
minded me of his former caution, not to 
be depressed or discouraged by passing 
clouds ; and that I might rest assured, it 
could only be the impression of a moment, 
which could in no way alienate Lady de 
Vere's regard and confidence, which, like 
his own, I might at all times rely upon. 

" Thus encouraged, I ventured to de- 
scribe the distressing and ridiculous situa- 
tion in which I had been placed that very 
evening, by the unexpected appearance of 
Mr. Maskerville, and the tender declara- 
tion he compelled me to hear, not leaving 
me power to make my escape. 
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" Lord de Vere could not help laughing 
heartily at my description, and said, * Did 
I not always tell you, that he would take 
you by storm T 

" But when I added that Lady Arling- 
ford had been so opportunely near the 
door, as to make her appearance the very 
instant I screamed, his displeasure knew 
no bounds. 

" * Some women,' said he, * are always 
in mischief, always meddling in the con- 
cerns of others, and very seldom to a good 
purpose. Arlingford is an old friend of 
mine; but of her, I only know what I 
have seen since they came here ; and that 
little I do not approve. What has made 
my wife take such a violent fancy to her, 
I can't guess; but I hope it will vanish 
when we leave Spa: as far as you are 
concerned, don't be uneasy; for I will 
soon settle that matter. But as this well- 
meaning but vulgar man seems to have 
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been scared off without his answer, you 
shall sit down and write him a note directly, 
which I will deliver myself, and I dare 
say, we shall hear no more of him. 
" I then wrote as follows : — 

" ' Sir, 
" * The very abrupt intrusion you were 
guilty of this evening (though by what 
means you gained access to Lady de 
Vere's private apartments, I am still igno- 
rant), so entirely deprived me of every 
faculty, that I fear my silence may by 
you have been misconstrued. I there- 
fore think it right to inform you, without 
farther delay, that however flattering you 
intended your proposal to be, it is totally 
out of my power to accept it, either at the 
present or at any fature period ; though I 
do not feel myself called upon to assign 
my reasons for a determination, which 
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must be considered as final on my part. 
I will not conclude without expressing 
my sincere good wishes for your happi- 
ness; wishes which I can but feel, in 
return for the very obliging partiality you 
have evinced towards me. 

" ' I remain, Sir, yours, &c. 

" * Emily Marsden. 

" * P. S. Lord de Vere has kindly un- 
dertaken to be the bearer of this note, 
to avoid any further publicity to an affair 
which I cannot but lament.* " 

" My mind was much relieved, when 
I had put the whole into the hands of one 
who so kindly defends and protects me; 
but as appearing that night in public was 
out of the question, I retired to write a 
full account of all to the dear and kind 
Duchess. She will, in return, write back. 
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* Do not begin to fancy yourself a perfect 
Helen, because you have made this new 
conquest.' 

" Truly do I feel it is not one to be 
proud of, but still I ought not to be 
ungTatefiil; for after all, is it not the 
highest compliment which man can pay 
to woman, and how little is it often de- 
served? 

" I quite dread to see Lady Arlingford : 
yet why should I ? Have I not already 
owned that I despise her ; and I may now 
add, with how much reason. 

" Lady de Vere has drank the waters 
at home this morning, and I have had 
no spirits to venture out; but Lord de 
Vere has relieved my mind by announc- 
ing to me at breakfast, that Mr. Mas- 
kerville left Spa this morning at eight 
o'clock. 

" This is indeed a comfort ; and I have 
since been summoned by Lady de Vere, 
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who acquits me of all blame ; and, feeling 
better this morning, forgives my having 
been the innocent cause of her indispo- 
sition. It was certainly rather singular, 
that her wish to have me near to her, so 
strongly expressed in the morning, should 
have proved such a source of evil before 
night. 

" I told her I felt convinced that 
Mr. Maskerville thought he was con- 
ferring a great honour upon me by his 
proposal ; while I felt humiliated to 
the greatest d^ree, by his supposing 
he could make a bargain for my hand, 
in which he must have abeady dis- 
covered that my heart could never have 
any concern. 

" I have received from Lord and Lady 
de Vere this morning, a beautiful ame- 
thyst bracelet; a joint present, which I 
shall most highly value, being given, 
I am convinced, to efface all doubts 
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on the score of their kindness from my 
mind. 

" We met Lady Arlingford this morning 
in the Promenade de Sept Heures, when 
she condoled with me on the loss I had 
sustained in Mr. Maskerville's departure ; 
but Lord de Vere stopt her short, by 
telling her he was convinced it would not 
be irreparable. 

" I believe he had told the whole story 
to Sir Griffiths and Mr. Winston, for I 
seemed by my disinterestedness to have 
risen many degrees in their estimation 
since we had last met. 

" We were all walking home, when our 
attention and curiosity were arrested by 
the approach of a yellow chaise, much 
the worse for wear, drawn by two half- 
starved bay coach-horses (English), whose 
downcast heads and quivering tails pro- 
claimed the road from Liege to have been 
a weary one — and the load far from 
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light. Between the hind wheels was a 
greyhound puppy, attached to the trunk 
by a rope, which performed all the la- 
bour of dragging it along ; its own strength 
having been evidently for some time pre- 
viously exhausted. In front sat the 
coachman, and by his side a maid ; both 
distilling perspiration in large drops from 
the oppressive weight of a huge box-coat, 
and a large pelisse lined with fiir. A 
lad of that description which answers to 
the name of * Hobbertehoy' was perched 
on the trunk behind, holding in one 
hand a small cage or box, which con- 
tained two pet Guinea-pigs. On the roof 
was established an enormous green parrot, 
which was secured by a chain to a stu- 
pendous hat-box, but who appeared to 
enjoy his situation more than the other 
outside passengers, for he shouted and 
laughed with all his might and main. 
" A lady, fat, fair, and forty, occupied 
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the interior ; whose ruby colour bore testi- 
mony to the incumbrance of a large sable 
muff and tippet, which, like the pelisse, 
were worn to cheat the moths of their 
prey. By her side sat a youth, whose 
simple and innocent countenance seemed 
the very counterpart of * Moses' in the 
Vicar of Wakefield. He also shared the 
labours of the rest ; holding a large fish- 
ing-rod in each hand, the ends of which 
protruded through the only open window 
of the vehicle; the other three being 
closed to preserve the fiirs from dust. 

" As they only advanced at a foot's pace, 
we had the good luck to reach our hotel 
at the precise moment when this singu- 
lar menagerie was depositing itself under 
the same roof with us. On opening the 
door, out flew, not birds, but scraps of 
white paper innumerable, written, or rather 
scribbled over in every direction. 

" * Oh I my journal !' cried a loud but 
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female voice from within, * Will no kind 
soul catch my journal? It is fiiU of 
fan, I can tell you. I have two tea-pots, 
and travelling cups quite full of my pa- 
pers. The cups are poetry, the tea-pots 
prose. But, oh ! for those sheets of my 
journal ! I shall now call all my works 
* Fugitive Pieces.' Swallow ! why don't 
you run ? I believe you left your legs in 
England.' 

"This was addressed to her unfortu- 
nate maid, who was still on the seat, no 
one having had the charity to take her 
down. 

" * Harry ! I am sure you are asleep. 
Come out, I say, and help me in ; I have 
asked no questions, but they told me at 
Liege, this was the house to come to. Sir, 
we only want bed-rooms, sham couches^ I 
think you call them.' 

" We all laughed, as may be imagined, 
not only at the language, but the speaker, 
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when suddenly turning round, this phe- 
nomenon said to Lord de Vere — * My 
Lord, I have seen you before, and I know 
you ! for * Tom Fool knows every body, 
but everybody does not know Tom FooF — 
so now pray tell the man I want two bed- 
rooms, and the sooner we are in them the 
better ; but that will not be till after we 
have had some toasted cheese and a good 
bowl of punch. I am Mrs. Bembridge, a 
widow with no children, but those I fancy 
to adopt ; and no relation but my brother 

the Dean of , just the reverse of me; 

he is a saint and I am a sinner — so good 
night to you all, and when you write 
to your friends, you may tell them * that 
odd creature,' Mrs. Bembridge, is arrived 
to lampoon you all.' 

" So saying, she made off with the 
green Polly on her shoulder. * Harry,' of 
whose further name and perfections we 

were still ignorant, following with the 
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fragments of the * Journal/ which he had 
rescued and secured in his hat. 

" Lord de Vere and several of the 
gentlemen who drank tea with us, an- 
nounced their determination to dine on 
the following day at the tahU (Fhdte^ 
on purpose to enjoy the first dehM 
of such a singular importation. The 
ladies all agreed they should wait their 
report, before they ventured on anything 
like acquaintance with one, who appeared, 
according to the old saying, to carry a 
bee in her bonnet. 

" Mdlle. Honorine, when she came to 
undress me, was fiill of the wonderful 
arrival, and of Mrs. Swallow, the femme 
de chambre, who told such extraordinary 
tales of her lady. She had met also the 
fiUe who officiated as housemaid at the 
hotel, bending under the weight of a 
bain de pied, which she believed to be 
for that purpose ; but which proved to be 
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fpr the use of the * greyhound puppy,' 
who stood in need of some * abolition/ as 
I once heard them called by a lady of 
fiishion, to render it a fit companion for 
its lady's pillow. 

" We rejoiced that our relative position 
in the hotel, removed us from all sounds 
^d smells, which might have proved 
offensive to us; from such a collection 
of animals of every species. 

" Lord de Vere, Sir GriflBlths, and Mr. 
Winston, not only dined at the table 
cChdiCj but contrived to place themselves 
close to Mrs. Bembridge and her * Harry,' 
who were quite delighted with the univer- 
sal amazement and curiosity which they 
excited in all beholders. 

" The loudness of Mrs. Bembridge's voice, 
and the singularity of her dress, far ex- 
ceeded anything they had ever met with 
beyond the precincts of * Exeter Change.' 
She wore a cap of gauze, filled with beads 
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and artificial flowers; into which she 
had stuck the tail of a game-cock, which 
her dog had torn off in a desperate fight 
on the night she had slept at Liege — and 
the rest of the dress corresponded. 

" Lord de Vere, notwithstanding the 
ridicule attached to her appearance, took 
post by her side ; while Sir Griffiths and 
Mr. Winston placed themselves exactly 
opposite ; ' Harry/ as she told them, being 
always her right-hand man. 

" The first impression was not pleasing, 
for to the unspeakable surprise of Lord 
de Vere, she stretched forth her hand, 
and with it, transferred from his plate to 
her own, the trout to which he had 
been just helped. 

" * Ah !' said she, * this is the first step 
to our better acquaintance ! I am a very 
odd creature; and so you will find, be- 
fore many days are over your head. 
Now you have all got your bottles of 
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wine; so I shall not call for any, but 
haye a glass from each of you. My 
brother never lets me drink more than 
three glasses ; he says my head is quite 
wild enough already. Nobody would ever 
guess we could be brother and sister; for I 
am sure I should make a very bad Dean.' 

" Though she talked so incessantly, the 
great object of dinner was not forgotten. 
Her boy, ^ Sam,' stood fixed behind her 
chair, in the very identical blue breeches 
he had so carefully nursed en route ; and 
to make the suite complete, he wore a 
waistcoat with long flaps of the same 
coloured cloth, decorated, as was also 
his brown livery coat, with a profusion of 
silver lace. 

^* Having duly, by his aid, telegraphed all 
the dishes, she contrived to collect no less 
than ten different plates round her own ; 
which, assisted by Harry, she cleared in 
rotation ; proving, that if her head fitiled 
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in the capacity of the * owl/ her stomach 
at least might compete with that of the 
* ostrich/ 

** When the dessert was served, she intro- 
duced preserved apricots, cakes and bon- 
bons promiscuously into her pockets; 
declaring she must not forget the dear, 
creatures up-stairs, *for/ said she, ^they 
are my only comfort besides Harry/ 

" * Now you are all wanting to know 
who * Harry' is, and that is more than I 
can tell you. All I know is, that I met 
with him at Cheltenham, when I was 
there in May. He was fishing, and so 
was I ; he was thinking, and so was I ; 
I could not help watching him for some 
time; at last, seeing he was a bungler 
at his rod (and so was I), I hoUooed 
out, * Come ! I see you are a young be- 
ginner ; here's sixpence on the first bite.' 
He got it, so up he runs, saying, * I will 
not have the money, but a kiss.' (Here 
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Harry looked as if he wished he had 

never said it). Swallow, my maid, was 

close to me; for I always have her or 

Day boy *Sam' to bait my hooks — and 

cried out, * La, ma'am ! ' I told her to 

be quiet and let him alone ; he was but a 

child, and meant no harm. Well! we 

went on fishing, and fishing, till at the 

end of a week he left his boarding-house 

and came to mine ; and he has been with 

me ever since. But who he is, and what 

he is, and where he comes fix)m, I know 

no more than you do. This I do know ; 

that he has not a penny in the world but 

what he gets from me. Come, Harry, 

hold up your head ! and don't look as if 

you could not help it. I have begun to 

teach him Latin; but he likes fishing 

better. Now I dare say you can tell us of 

some stream just by, where we may 

catch some little fish to fry for supper. I 

should Uke to find just such a trout as I 
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robbed you of at dinner, I did so enjoy 
your face while I did it. I dare say 
Lady de Vere never does such things/ 

« *No, ma'am,' said Sir Griffiths ; *but 
it is impossible to say what a good ex- 
ample may do/ 

" This account does not tempt Lady de 

Vere to make the acquaintance. 

* * * * 

" Dr. Oglander was summoned to Mrs. 
Bembridge at five o'clock this morning, 
to check the progress of a violent indiges- 
tion. Being ushered up by Mrs. Swallow, 
he was utterly confounded by the divers 
objects which met hib eye. It was with 
the utmost difficulty that he made his 
way to the bedside, the dog having seized 
his leg, which he bit unmercifully, before 
the repeated cries of * Snapdragon, lie 
down !' * Paws off" Pompey !' and similar 
injunctions, caused the ill-natured ani- 
mal to desist. On the bed, much more 
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out than in, lay the bloated form of Mrs. 
Bembridge ; her head in all the wildness 
of a disordered chevelure, which seemed to 
scorn a night-cap, for the express purpose 
of displaying a profusion of fine dark 
hair, evidently unaided by art. The other 
parts of the toilette de nuit, so perfectly 
corresponded with this, that the Doctor 
really hesitated whether he ought to ad- 
vance or to retire. 

" * Come on, Doctor !' she exclaimed, 
' In Love, Law, and Physic, all things are 
permitted — make haste and feel my pulse, 
and give me some cordial ! I promise you 
I want it ! I have been in great pain the 
last two hours. I ate salad and pickled 
fish for supper last night — ^you will say, 
must not do so, never no more ! as the 
nurses say to the children — Oh, Doctor ! 
such a twinge.' 

" On this hint the Doctor judged there 
was no time to be lost in making good 
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his retreat, feeling convinced, that a good 
dose was indeed essential; and he was 
hurrying down to his own medicine-chest 
to prepare it, when the parrot, which had 
appeared to be peaceably nodding till that 
moment, suddenly holloed out, * Get 
out, you old rogue,' and pecking with a 
loud scream on the Doctor's head (which 
being rather bald, he doubtless mistook 
for a grindstone), he set about sharpening 
his beak upon it with some violence. 

" The poor Doctor began to think he 
was not destined to leave this * Noah's 
Ark' alive ; but the indefeitigable * Swal- 
low' came to his rescue, and he could not 
help rejoicing while he made his escape 
down the staircase, that the two Guinea- 
pigs he had seen nestling on the bosom 
of Mrs. Bembridge, were at least tame 
creatures. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



MISS MARSDEn's diary CONTimTED. 



" Lord and Lady de Vere have been very 
obliging in their inquiries after Dr. Og- 
lander's new and singular patient. She 
has paid the penalty of her gourmandise 
rather severely, for her attack has been a 
very serious one, and though now con- 
valescent, Mrs. Bembridge has kept her 
room several days, much to the disturb- 
ance of poor * Harry,' who wanders 
about, muttering to himself, * What shall I 
do, if I lose her.' 

" The Doctor seems to think she is by 
no means deficient in sense ; on the con- 
trary, that she has * every sense but com- 
mon sense.' She forms a perfect contrast 
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to the Baroness Von Griffinhoof, who 
leads the life of a hermit, and whose diet 
is that of a caterpillar. The former seeks 
society, good or bad (to her a matter of 
indifference in all quarters of the globe) ; 
while with the latter, pride is an absolute 
disease ; and she condemns herself to re- 
tirement lest she should be called upon 
to be condescending or civil to her infe<- 
riors. These waters being thought too 
exciting for her constitution, she and her 
husband are about to return to their native 
country, from whence they ought never to 
migrate. 

" I am told they have magnificent 
gardens, abounding with the choicest 
flowers and fruits, which they cannot 
possibly consume. But if a basket ever 
finds its way to a neighbour's house, it is 
with this proviso duly specified, * that they 
send it, because it will keep no longer, 
and they are going to dine out.' 
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'^ Lord de Vere has some acquaintance 
with the Baron, but as they are not kin- 
dred souls, I do not think they will be in- 
vited to his country chdteaUj an invitation 
which has been extended to many here. 

" I grieve to think that Lady Arling- 
ford is included in this list, but it is un- 
avoidable in the present case; she has 
afforded much amusement to Sir Griffiths 
Walker, with whom she has kept up a 
running fire of wit, coquetry, and sar- 
casm, which he does not dislike, pro- 
vided it does not touch him or his pur- 
suits too nearly. But this very agreeable 
though worldly man, has been obliged to 
fly to England in great haste, in the hope 
of arriving in time to expiate at least one 
of his peccadilloes, by affording comfort 
and reKef in her dying moments, to his 

once beloved chhre amie^ the Lady . 

By his letter to Lord de Vere, it appears 
he arrived too late, and that she was de- 
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oied the consolation of his pity and commi- 
seration. He must, therefore, be content to 
extend it to the son of their former affection, 
now grown a very fine youngman ; and who 
is, I am told, the very image of Sir Griffiths. 
**Mr. Winston seems to take great in- 
terest in all these affairs; and always 
wishes to imply, that but for his regard 
for his friends, he should invariably have 
been their successful rival ! Neither does 
he abandon the field at his present ad- 
vanced age ; in short, I verily believe, he 
considers himself a Ninon de VEnclos of 
the other sex. He is full of petits soins 
for Lady de Vere, to her great diversion- 
He has imagined for her, as a galanterie, 
to give a Swiss Th6 at the G^ronstircy 
which is to consist chiefly of her own 
coterie, and to begin and end by day- 
light, as lighting the gardens would be 
both difficult and expensive. The prin- 
cipal amusement is to be derived from a 
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sort of Fair, which is to be held under a 
large tent, and where various pretty but tri- 
fling articles, chiefly of Spa manufacture, 
are to be raffled for. 

" I am very glad this entertainment is 
to take place before the departure of the 

Prince and Princess S ^a, as I am not 

only to have the pleasure of accompany- 
ing them, but the Princess, with her 
usual kindness, has volunteered taking 
post with me in the tent, where, at the 
particular entreaty of Mr. Winston, I am 
to preside, to see justice duly distributed 
to all. I much prefer this, and more 
especially under such protection, to the 
necessity of exhibiting my musical powers; 
for though I never wish to appear fasti- 
dious or ill-natured, I have no great taste 
for forming any very conspicuous parts in 
a raree-show. But of this there is no 
danger, as Mr. Winston has engaged the 
services of a very fine band of instrumental 
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performers, who happen to have in- 
dulged in an excursion from Aix-la- 
Chapelle. 

" Mr. Winston, being a single man, is 
considered as licensed to be tormented, 
in consequence of which, every creature 
at Spa, eligible or ineligible, has assailed 
him with hilleUdoux^ more or less elo^ 
quent, setting forth their claims to an 
invitation. How he will contrive to de- 
fend himself, especially from the fair 
batteries levelled against him, I know not. 

" The day is charming, and Mr. Win- 
ston aimahle an possible pour tout le monde ; 
but especially for the house of * De Veie,' 
and its appendages. It is wonderful that 
his temper, naturally irritable, should have 
withstood the arrogance of an entreating 
multitude ; but he luckily sees it en beau^ 
and considers it a compliment. He has, 
therefore, very generally accorded, for, aa 
he justly observes, * it is but a gSne of two 
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hours; and all evils are supportable 
which have an end. Besides/ he added, 
*you are not obliged to be acquainted 
yrith all those who force themselves upon 
me, and therefore I hope and believe 
you will not encounter anjrthing dis- 
agreeable.' 

" He then produced two or three of the 
notes for our diversion. The first, from 
Mrs. Bembridge, who is too much re- 
covered to hear of a fSte without wish- 
ing to Be admitted as one of the guests. 

" * Dear Mr. Winston, 

" * You have already seen enough of 
me, to know that I am a curiosity ; and 
I am very anxious to figure as such at 
your Fair and Rafiie, with my dear 
* Harry,' who has never seen a thing of 
the kind. If you draw me, you can't deny 
that you have got the Gros ht, and I 
hope it will be so. * Harry' will bring a 
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basket of fish (I don't promise they shall 
be sprats), and smg * Young Lobsky' for 
you, if you like — ^you can't say no ! 
" * To yours sincerely, 
" * Matilda Bembridge/ 

" The second ran as follows : — 

" * Mister Boslingen Winstone, 

" * I am full of belief, you will be 
appy to give strange people much 
pleasure — ^me and my sonne. We come 
last night from Bruxelles. We are of 
Strasbourg. We hear you give a littel 
public sometings to-night We pray 
the grace of you to receive us. With- 
out saying good-bye ! I am yours, with 
great honor till the night, and from night 
till morning, your very much servant, 
" * In a very humble way, 

"/La Chevalier de Macard. 
" ' Comte Duplessis St Plorentm/ 
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" Captain and Mrs. Prettyjohn, having 
seen Mr. Winston across the table at 
the public dinner, resolved not to lose 
anything for want of asking, and, there- 
fore set their wits to work to compose 
a civil and irresistible note, which I in- 
sert, though I do not mean to give a 
list of all the persecutions poor Mr. Win- 
ston had to endure. 

" * Captain and Mrs. Prettyjohn send 
very many compliments to Mr. Winston; 
and as they are very good characters, and 
only to be in Spa a few days, they hope 
he will not take it unkind or think it 
amiss if they ask for a card to his Fancy 
Fair. The more select the company, they 
shall like it the better. The Captain he 
is very clever in * Sir John Falstaff,' 
and Mrs. Prettyjohn feels no one can 
beat her in ' The Maid of the Mill,' 
which, being a rural occasion, might be 
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very much the more seemly, — ^An early 
answer will oblige, 

"*N,B. — The Captain is uncommon 
clever at dog verses, should any be wanted 
for prologues and epilogues.' 

" Mr. Winston had a great inclination 
to let them come as they proposed ; and 
therefore ended by sending word that 
they were very welcome to walk about 
the grounds, but that he did not give a 
masquerade. 

*^ It was insisted on that we should not 
go near the Geronsthre on that morn- 
ing, a request we most readily complied 
with ; for, said Mr. Winston, to witness 
the preparations for a /eJfe, must destroy 
its charm as effectually as the attending 
the progress of a lady's toilette must 
banish the illusion so often produced 
by the feir sex, when they come forth, 
shining in all the brilliancy of its un- 
known but adventitious aid. We pro- 
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mised obedience, and faithfully kept our 
word. 

"At half-past six o'clock in the evening 
a string of carriages, with many horse- 
men, was seen to wend its way towards 
the pretty forest of the Geronsthre^ 
while the gay colours and varied hues 
of the feathers and flowers which adorned 
the heads of those within them, bore the 
semblance of the floating banners of divers 
nations advancing in peaceful but gaudy 
array, not to a field of battle, but to 
a scene of mirth and revelry. Every 
countenance beamed with pleasure, and 
seemed prepared to please and to be 
pleased, to admire and to be admired. 

" Nothing could be better imagined or 
executed than this fite champHre. The 
sounds of a fine German band were 
heard long before we approached the 
gate; it played the beautifiil composi- 
tions of Mozart, while Mr. Winston re- 
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ceived his giiests. The fountain and its 
immediate precincts were decorated with 
a profusion of evergreens and flowers^ 
near to which were stationed several 
Swiss peasants in the costume of their 
country, forming a picturesque group, 
and singing their national airs at inter- 
vals, to relieve the instrumental band. 

A table for fifty persons, prepared by 
the confectioner of the Redoute, was served 
on the model of a Swiss TJd. Neither 
wines nor meats, but chocolat a la vanille, 
tea, coffee, ices, bavaroises, biscuits, bou" 
bonsy sticreries, &c., &c. In the centre of 
the table was placed a magnificent foun- 
tain of Dresden porcelain, which played 
incessantly and perfumed the air with 
jets (Teau of fleur (Torangey violette, 
and other delicious odours, which were 
so contrived as to succeed each other 
without being intermixed. The table 
was still further decorated by a variety 
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of beautifiil rose-trees, carnations, &c., 
all in pots resembling the fountain, and 
outvying each other in the perfection of 
Dresden manufacture. 

" The baskets of fruit must have been 
procured from Liege and every garden 
within thirty miles ; indeed, it was wished 
that no expense should be spared in any 
thing. 

" The Princess Radzivil was, without 
exception, the most lovely person pre- 
sent; but Lady de Vere, being the 
heroine of the /^fe, was conducted to the 
post of honour by Mr. Winston, who 
waived every consideration of etiquette in 
favour of the presiding divinity. I had 
the happiness of being placed between 

the Prince and Princess S- ^a, which 

arrangement Lady Arlingford, who sat 
opposite, ' viewed askance ; ' and she con- 
tinually interrupted the pleasure and 
comfort I enjoyed by lamenting aloud the 
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absence of my unfortunate swain, adding 
many ill-natured remarks. 

" This was soon checked by the 

Princess S a, who drily said, * // est 

dotiXj Madame, sans doute, de s'amuser 
aux depens du prochairij mats permettez ! 
Ne craignez votes jamais Us ricochets.* 

" This eflPectually silenced her. In the 
absence of Sir GriflGiths, Lady Arlingford 
had taken up the Due de Rivero, and 
this for the idle purpose of tormenting 
Madame Salomons, whose whole view, 
since his arrival at Sp^, had been to 
secure him for her pretty niece; and 
with every prospect of success, had it not 
been impeded by the intriguing genius 
of Lady Arhngford, who, at this very 
moment, was whispering mere nothings 
in his ear — not because he amused her, 
for she positively disliked him — but be- 
cause it was delightful to her to torment 
her neighbours. 
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"Thus was this golden fleece rapidly 
escaping from the grasp of Madame 
Salomons, to fall into the net spread for 
him by Lady Arlingford, as a mere passe- 
temps. What an unfair and cruel prac- 
tice is that of married women, who, hav- 
ing themselves secured a position in the 
world, delight in marring the prospects of 
those who very naturally are endeavour- 
ing to follow their example. 

"Lady Arlingford had not left her 
work incomplete; for she had deputed 
her Lord to make Madame Salomons his 
peculiar care, being well aware that no- 
thing could annoy her so much, for divers 
good reasons, public and private, 

"I must say that the assemblage greatly 
reminded me of the roulette and rouge- 
et-noir table ; for how many of the mem- 
bers present might have exclaimed — 'Pair 
et Impair! Rouge gagne; couleur manque T 

* It is wonderful how much was got 

h2 



Digitized 



by Google 



148 ERNESTINE, 

through in the incredibly short time which 
elapses between evening light and utter 
darkness. But still, all was performed 
easily and agreeably. 

"We were invited to leave our seats 
by a fair bevy of lively dancing-girls, in 
the French costume, who, with tambours 
de Basque and garlands of flowers, made 
the circuit of the table en Farandole, 
plajrfiiUy trying, by signs and smiles, 
to induce us to follow their steps. 

" This could not be resisted ; and away 
went every body, some au pa^ de charge, 
others, au petit pas, till all found they 
had reached the most wild and romantic 
part of the garden. Here, cowering amid 
the heather, were discovered a band of 
the gipsy tribe, setting the pot to boil on 
the hissing fire, which, with a few damp 
sticks, they were attempting to kindle. 

" No sooner were they aware of our ap- 
proach than three of the leadings figures 
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darted forward to meet us ; and the oldest, 
who seemed by magic, to have acquired a 
local knowledge of most of the visitors 
then at Spa, began telling fortunes to the 
right and left, with so much humour and 
such ready wit, that in spite of all disguise, 
Mr. Winston exclaimed, * It is Mrs. Bem- 
bridge.' 

" That lady did not deny * the soft im- 
peachment ;' and the announcement was 
followed by a burst of applause; for no 
one ever acquitted themselves better ex- 
tempore, both in prose and in verse. She 
then begged to present to more general 
notice, Captain and Mrs. Prettyjohn, who 
had joyfully been decoyed by this Queen 
of the Gipsies, to make themselves amends 
for the disappointment they had expe- 
rienced respecting * Sir John Falstaff,' and 
*the Maid of the Mill.' 

"This little interlude was an impromptu^ 
even to Mr. Winston, and he felt pleased 
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that his compliance in receiving the whole 
trio, had been so gratefully acknowledged. 

" Of the Comte Duplessis and his son, 
we saw nothing ; but as there were many 
figures admitted, who only seemed to 
form a background to the picture, it is 
probable they thought themselves only 
suited to a distant effect. 

"We then proceeded to the tent, the 
fency-feir being lighted within by little 
Chinese lamps of all colours, which had 
a very pretty effect. 

"The Prince and Princess S a, 

according to their promise, most kindly 
assisted me in distributing the prizes, 
while Mr. Winston superintended, in per- 
son, the process of raffling — ^and this pour 
cause ; for he had selected offerings which 
he by design wished to appear as falling 
by chance into the possession of his most 
distinguished favourites. 

*^ The arrangement was excellent, con- 
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sisting of every variety of Spk manufac- 
ture ; among which were beautiful work- 
boxes, screens, souvenirs, work-tables, &c. 
The articles of jewellery were well chosen, 
and some of them costly. The knives, 
scissars, &c. from Liege and Namur, were 
very pretty: in short, there was every 
variety to tempt the eye; and it was so 
arranged, that everybody had a prize, by 
which means the whole stock was speedily 
disposed of. 

" Lady de Vere gained a splendid brace- 
let, being a serpent of chased gold, of an 
immense size, with a head of diamonds, 

emeralds, and rubies. The Princess S ^a, 

Princess Radzivil, Lady Arlingford, and 
Madame Salomons had no cause to com- 
plain of the prizes which fell to their lot ; 
neither were the exertions of Mrs. Bem- 
bridge forgotten. To me was assigned a 
very pretty enamelled watch, with a cor- 
responding chain, both from Geneva, to 
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remind me of the Swiss entertainment ; 
the beauty and agrSmens of which required 
no such memento to fix its charms in my 
remembrance. 

" It was agreed to finish the evening at 
die ball given every Saturday at the Me- 
daute ; but Lady de Vere feeling too much 
fatigued, I was not sorry to adjourn, in 
my own person, to the apartments of the 

Princess S a, this being, alas ! her last 

evening at Sp^, 

*^ It is now that the season of adieus is 
feist approaching; and grievously do I 
feel the privation this departure will inflict 
on me during the remainder of our stay. 
All here are birds of passage, and must 
part, with more than a probability that it 
is for the last time in this world. Often 
shall I regret the friendly and kind ad- 
monitions I have received firom this excel- 
lent and exalted being, who, conscious as 
she must be of her own superiority, seems 
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only to desire to make it useful to 
others. 

" The intercourse is so uncertain by 
letter, so distant, and * so far between/ 
tiiat I cannot hope for a constant corres- 
pondence with this charming woman; 
but in any case of great difficulty or 
emergency, I am permitted the comfort 
of appealing to her sound judgment. I 
have neither power nor presumption to 
cope with such talents; but I have, at 
least, the perception to admire their great- 
ness. 

" Dr. Oglander shares deeply in my re- 
grets ; and, I may add, he also participates 
greatly in tlie partiality which we both 
feel so proud of. The Princess has vast 
possessions in Poland, to which country 
she is now returning ; and when her son 
has escorted her within a certain distance, 
he will adjourn to Paris, where he means 

to pass the winter. But he gives us hopes 

h3 
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of seeing him in England next spring ; 
though the age and infirmities of his in<- 
valuable mother, must, alas ! preclude our 
hoping for such a pleasure as regards her. 

^* Many are the lessons of firmness and 
self-possession which I have received from 
this illustrious and extraordinary woman : 
I trust I may profit by them, and cool the 
ardour and rashness, if I may so call it, 
of my prepossessions, which her longer 
experience has taught her it is essential 
to happiness we should moderate. 

" Her's seems a blessed equanimity of 
temperament ; a sort o£ habitual self-pos- 
session, which is most enviable. It is a 
man's mind with a woman's heart. I 
could fancy her, in younger days, leading 
her vassals to the field of battle, with the 
cool intrepidity of a Marlborough or a 
Turenne — ^alive to every danger, yet pre- 
pared for* every difficulty. 

" The various traits and events of her 
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adventurous life, when related by herself, 
are so surprising, that I feel as if even 
I could have found courage to fight under 
her banner. 

" Her son, though a very sensible and 
conversible man, does not possess the same 
hardihood of character ; his mind is tem- 
pered with more southern qualities; and 
could I lose my heart a second time, to 
him it would have become tributary. But 
it is presumption in me, a poor, simple 
plebeian, even to record my thoughts, 
where there exists such a disparity in, 
situation. 

" I am not, however, ashamed to own, 
that I shed many tears when I saw the, 
travelling berline draw up at the door of 
the Trianon. I went, accompanied by 
Dr. Oglander, to offer my parting prayers 
and warmest wishes both for the mother 
and son; and I could not help feeUng 
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pleased with the flower-women, who stood 
offering bouquets of white roses, and ex- 
claiming, ^ Allies sont pale de nds regrets ! 
Elles sont arrosSes de nAs larmes !' 

" I felt as if I lost a link which attached 
me to life, when I received the last wave 
of the hand from those within, and saw 
the carriage drive off towards Aix-la- 
Chapelle. 

" Lady Arlingford talks of making Paris 
her way home, if she can prevail with 
Lord Arlingford to extend an absence 
which already appears irksome to him. 
As for myself, I am only lamenting the 
promise I heard given by both, to make 
Holmsdale Castle their home for two at 
least of the winter months. 

" Every day seems to confirm the idea, 
that Lady de Vere has in perspective, of 
presenting her Lord with an heir ; I trust 
it may prove so. It will strengthen the 
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ties of their affection; and cannot for 
many years injure the comfort or interests 
of the little Ernestine, who seems at 
present to be more and more endeared to 
them every day. She is certainly as 
lovely as it is possible to be at her age, 
and wonderfully intelligent. 

" This little innocent creature has been 
the subject of a very serious conversation 
aad consultation between Lord and Lady 
de Vere this morning, to which I was 
summoned ; when I received the very 
gratifying proposal of undertaking the 
superintendence of this dear child's educa- 
tion, as soon as she became of an age to 
comprehend and to receive instruction; 
land with the still more pleasing stipula- 
tion, that I should remain an inmate of 
their family, during the two or three 
years which must elapse previous to that 
period. To this they most kindly added. 
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that I was become indispensable to them 
both, not only firom my delightful talents, 
as they were pleased to style them, but 
firom the disposition I had on all occasions 
manifested to contribute to their pleasure 
and comfort 

" With joy and gratitude did I avail 
myself of such kindness, resolving that 
nothing shoyld tempt me at any period to 
withdraw myself firom so valuable a pro- 
tection. 

" Lord de Vere added, that on the score 
of money, as he had previously assured 
me on our first meeting, I should never 
have any difficulty, as I had only to apply 
to him on all occasions; but that I was 
always to consider 300/. per annum at 
my own disposal, as it would be regularly 
paid to my account half-yearly. 

" I felt too much overcome by such 
unexampled liberality to make any reply ; 
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I CQuld only cast myself at the feet of 
such munificent benefactors ; and when at 
length I was suflSiciently recovered to find 
words, I pledged myself in the most 
solemn manner, never to resign the charge 
thus committed .to me, or prove myself 
ungrateful for such unparallelied acts of 
goodness.. 

" I was most cordially embraced by 
both; and when, by their permission, I re- 
lated to my amiable friend, Dr. Oglander, 
the interesting events of the morning, I 
must say, his satisfaction appeared almost 
to equal my own. 

" I may indeed call myself a lucky 
creature; for what valuable friends have 
I not acquired? what kindnesses have I 
not received? and how little do I feel 
myself deserving of them I To one source 
alone can I ascribe such blessings ! — to 
Him, who in His infinite mercy protects 
and preserves the widow and the orphan. 
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Oh ! may I never become unmindfiil of 
the hand which has thus upheld me ; but 
endeavour so to shape the course of my 
future life, that I may merit a continuance 
of such Divine favour. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MISS marsden's diary continued. 

" The time of our return to England was 
drawing near, but many picturesque points 
in this neighbourhood remained unex- 
plored ; and though my own pleasure in 
such excursions had vanished with the 

Prince and Princess S a, I was not 

sorry to have the opportunity of visiting 
the Cascade de Coo, and the Chdteau de 
Montjardin, both of which were extolled 
by some of the foreign princes, who had 
made them their morning ride. A day 
was therefore fixed for the Cascade de 
Coo: the road being nearly impassable 
for carriages, made the excursion tedious 
and fatiguing. The party consisted of 
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Lady de Vere, Lady Arlingford, and Mr. 
Winston, who boldly led the way in the 
first caliche; for English carriages were 
too good for such a vile road. Lord Ar- 
lingford, Lord de Vere, the Prince and 
Princess Radzivil, Count Poniatowsky, 
the Chevalier de Pereira, and myself, rode 
Spk horses ; Madame Salomons, and her 
truant knight, the Due de Rivero, her 
niece, and Lord Amelius Fortescue (a new 
arrival), occupied the second carriage; 
and a low conveyance, something between, 
a cabriolet and a wheelbarrow, which con- 
tained Mrs. Bembridge and her * Harry,' 
brought up the rear. 

" We stopped to take a flying breakfast 
of coffee and gaufres at the Geronsthrej 
and diverted ourselves with the perils we 
had to encounter in wading through the 
bogs and ravines of the Grand St. Hubert^ 
a wild heath, which lay in our way to the 
desired spot; and this was, I think, the 
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merriest part of the day. The heat was 
intense, and the fange very laborious, 
our horses tripping every instant; the 
whole of liiat territory being covered with 
huge rock-stones, which, it was observed 
by one of the party, gave the idea that 
the giants had formerly played at foot- 
ball ! 

" But what was endured by those on horse- 
back, was trifling compared to the penance 
inflicted on those en voiture ; the tremen- 
dous ruts, and these said * footballs' putting 
them every moment in danger of being 
overturned. Mrs. Bembridge, in her little 
vehicle with two wheels, fered the best; 
for it was narrow, and fitted the road 
(where there was any); and, being low, 
its inmates had but a little way to fall, in 
case of an accident. 

" Mrs. Bembridge shouted and holloed 
with laughter the whole way; and cer- 
tainly, by her droll jests, beguiled, to 
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those who were within hearing, the tedium 
of the road. Her gaiety fonned a striking 
contrast to the scenes of terror and distress, 
which proceeded ahnost in chorus, from 
the other carriages. 

" We came at length to a halting-place, 
where we took from our store, which had 
been conveyed in Lord de Vere's caUcke, 
ample food for refreshment, and formed 
an interesting bivouac for an hour under 
some very opportunely shady trees, both 
men and horses being overcome by the 
exertions they had made. 

" The road mended af^rwards as we 
advanced ; but the country grew more 
and more wild, and we were greeted long 
before we reached the cascade, by a vast 
concourse of howling and screaming beg- 
gars, who drew near to us in formidable 
array, and demanded charity more as a 
right than as a boon. 

"To add to our annoysmce, almost 
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every one of these horrible and squalid 
creatures had a dog under each arm, and 
no sooner did we attempt to pacify their 
clamour, by a few small pieces, than they 
rushed to the head of the cascade, and 
threw those unfortunate animals from the 
top to the bottom, to show us, as they 
said, how very curious it was to see them 
fall to that depth without being killed ! 
The shrieks of these miserable creatures, 
most of which had their legs broken, if 
not their backs, made us quite sick, and 
rendered the scene anything but attrac- 
tive. 

" Mrs. Bembridge, on seeing this, ex- 
claimed, * How lucky am I, that I resisted 
the cries and entreaties of my dear Snap- 
dragon. He wanted so sadly to come, 
that Swallow could hardly keep him 
back ; but it was all out of tenderness to 
the Doctor : for I know he has never liked 
him since he got that unlucky bite in the 
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leg. And now here is virtue rewarded ; 
for these wretches would have sent him 
down, just to see how he liked it, and I 
love him so dearly, that down I should 
have gone after him, and I don't believe 
one amongst you would have pulled me 
out/ 

" This gave rise to many good-natured 
jokes, while we found our way to an 
arbour, in which were placed fresh trout, 
sanglier, &c., in addition to the various 
provisions we had brought with us. But 
here, alas ! chaos came again ; for we 
had to wage war against the swarms 
of wasps, attracted by the good things 
with which the table was covered, and 
which left us no leisure to indulge in 
them. 

"Lady de Vere and Mrs. Bembridge 
had rushed from the arbour on the first 
alarm, and also Mr. Winston, whose 
memory was alive to the recollection of 
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certain sanguinary experiments made on 
his head at the table d'hdte. We also soon 
found that there was no refuge but in 
flight, and hastened to our carriages, with 
a resolution to give up all rural feasts, 
and to be contented henceforward with 
the superior comforts our hotels afforded. 

" This truth was fully exemplified in a 
supper, given by Lord and Lady de Vere, 
on that evening, at the hotel d'Orange^ 
to which the whole party from Coo were 
invited, and to which, I must say, they 
did ample justice, air and exercise having 
created an appetite, which our diner volant 
had by no means satisfied. 

" On this occasion, every body seemed 
determined to be as agreeable as possible, 
to make amends for the contre-temps of 
the day. Mrs. Bembridge sang many 
comic songs with great spirit, though 
she was disappointed at Lord de Vere's 
refusing to invite Snapdragon and the 
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Guinea-pigs to join the party ; and after- 
wards she repeated many pretty lines qf 
her own composing. Her charades, too, 
were excellent, and she was, as she has 
since told us, quite *on her good beha- 
viour,' being rather in dread of the grand 
foreigners. 

" Lord de Vere says she is the most ex- 
traordinary compound of sense and folly 
he ever met with. I observed that she 
singularly attracted and drew forth the 
risible faculties of Lady Arlingford, who 
maintained, on the following day, ^that 
she never could see any necessity for 
knowing such people.' Lord de Vere 
told her, in reply, that * acquaintance 
made under the flow of the fountain 
were always meant to vanish with the 
waters.' 

" I must not omit to say that Mrs. 
Bembridge told Mr. Winston she agreed 
with him in opinion as to his being a 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHILD OF MYSTERY. 169 

perfect Ninon de VEnchSj in all things 
but his sex ; and she gave him every 
encouragement to become a successful 
rival to her dear Harry. 

" Lord Amelius Fortescue was already 
acquainted with many of the party, and 
seemed rather taken with la petite niece 
of Madame Salomons, with whom he 
promised to breakfast on the follow- 
ing morning, after which she undertook 
to show him the beauties of Justan- 
villey &c. 

" He is the third son of the Duke of 

, and has already made his debiit in 

the diplomatic line, we are told, very 
successfully. He appears sensible, with- 
out being brilliant ; has a tall command- 
ing figure, but no great personal beauty. 
His parents have at length persuaded 
him to make a lengthened tour on the 
Continent, in the hope of estranging him 
from a connexion which, however fasci- 

VOL, I. I 
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natmg, would to him, if persevered in, 
prove a most destructive thraldom. This 
accounts for a certain preoccupe and 
dejected look, which would otherwise be 
unnatural in one who can have no real 
cause of sorrow. 

'^ Madame Salomons does not seem 
aware of this dessaus des cartes; and 
this affords infinite amusement to Lady 
Arlingford, who enjoys the thought of 
the trouble which will be taken by her 
to captivate and ensnare this (at present) 
pre-engaged young man, of whom all 
that is generally known is, that he will, 
at the age of twenty-five, come into a 
very considerable property, by the will 
of his late uncle. 

" Lord and Lady de Vere were implored 
by Lady Arlingford to keep the secret — 
at least while Lord Amelius remained at 
Spa ; but I am convinced that the natural 
restlessness which invariably attends those 
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who are crossed in love will very shortly 
cause him to vanish, leaving Madame 
Salomons and her ward a prey to the 
disappointment which I am quite sure 
they are on the point of experiencing, on 
the part of the Due de Rivero, in whose 
looks and manner I see frequent sjmip- 
toms of impatience and disgust. 

"ia petite niece is, however, I must 
say, an innocent tool in the hands of her 
aunt; for she carries her timid modesty 
to such a pitch that, when in want of 
bread or any other requisite at dinner, 
she always whispers to her neighbour, 
whoever it may be, * Do ask for bread ; 
1 have no courage. I feel so ashamed — 
I am so distressed ! I want the salad, 
but I really dare not ask for it/ 

" Whether this interesting helplessness 

will wear off when she is married remains 

to be proved ; but some persons inculcate 

the idea that it constitutes feminine soft- 

i2 
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ness, and is therefore pleasing to men in 
general. 

" I am afraid I have, without any such 
intention on my part, amply revenged 
Madame Salomons' contemptuous man- 
ner towards me ; for my musical know- 
ledge being greater than that of Made- 
moiselle, I have frequently eclipsed her 
voice and guitar. She is one of those 
sweet little creatures who know a little 
of every thing, but can do nothing well. 
She paints flowers — ^but not from nature, 
and she executes landscapes in black-lead 
pencil, in which land and water are often 
mistaken for each other. 

" I am right in my conjecture. Lord 
Amelius has announced his intention of 
leaving Spk to-morrow ! He thinks Aix- 
la-Chapelle will be more to his taste. 
He took charge of Madame Salomons 
to-day at dinner, in return for her having 
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devoted the morning to his amusement, 
but sought refuge in a rubber at whist in 
the evening. 

" The Chevalier de Pereira, who is the 
travelling companion of the Due de 
Rivero, seems happy in the certainty that 
nobody will take the trouble to *hunt him 
down/ He says that he may sing or 
play on the flute to the end of time, 
without producing any eflfect, as he has 
not a sous to ofier. * Ce rCest qv!un cadet 
dit on, et mime un cadet qui n& d" autre 
ressource que son talent.' 

" This very feeling makes him univer- 
sally pleasant, his attentions never being 
directed to any individual, but to the 
societe en masse into which he happens to 
be thrown. 

" I should very much enjoy practising 
with him, were it not for recollections 
of the past, which would make it too 
painful to me. We therefore only exhibit 
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for the amusement of our friends, and 
that only by very particular desire. 

"I believe we shall have both the 
Chevalier and his friend here, and 
Madame Salomons, who has been going 
to Aix-la-Chapelle for the last six weeks, 
will not tear herself away, while a pos- 
sible chance remains of mollifying the 
hard heart of the Due de Rivero. 

"I may be wrong, but this Spanish 
Grandee strikes me as a man entirely 
devoted to selfish pleasures and pursuits. 
He is evidently a great gourmand, and 
I am convinced would prefer a pdte 
^ la Perigord to the loveliest girl in 
Europe. His ruling passion, like that of 
all Spaniards and Portuguese, is play. 
It is curious to observe him at the 
roulette table, where heaps of gold 
•rise and vanish with a rapidity scarcely 
credible to those who do not understand 
the game. 
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"We have left the most arduous of 
our undertakings to the last moments, or 
rather to the last fortnight of our stay. 
The excursion to the Ckdteau de Mont- 
jardin is a finale, and the feeling that it 
is so, will cast a gloom over the whole 
party. 

" Lord Amelius has been persuaded to 
remain here a day or two longer on pur- 
pose to belong to it ; but he acceded to 
the proposal with the listlessness of one 
who cares not what becomes of him, when 
away from the being to whom all his 
thoughts are devoted, whether sleeping or 
waking, absent or present. 

"Lady Arlingford says, *Are we not 
very kind in admitting such a nonentity? 
We give him our time; what can be 
more precious ? and what does he bestow 
on us in exchange T 

" Of course a seat was reserved for him 
in Madame Salomons' carriage. The 
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Due de Bivero also condescended to 
occupy his usual place, not from the 
sUghtest preference for those whom the 
carriage contained, but because he felt 
that he should be less heated and more 
at his ease there than if trotting along the 
rg^d on the back of a huge Flanders mare, 
which he had hired for his use at Spk. 

" Alas ! our party was sadly reduced ! 
But I felt that though deprived of the 
comfort and support of the Princess S — ^a, 
I still enjoyed the protection of Lord and 
Lady de Vere. I felt that I belonged to 
them in good earnest and for ever; and 
all the chances, changes, and vicissitudes 
of my life seemed to me to have arrived 
at a peaceful and blessed termination. 

" The carriage of the Queen of Sheba, 
being filled to her entire satisfaction, led 
the way ; and on this occasion, I accom- 
panied Lady de Vere, who also conveyed 
Mr. Winston, the Chevalier de Pereira and 
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Dr. Oglander ; Lady Arlingford having 
declared that a horse would try her nerves 
less than a carriage in such a bad road as 
that we were led to expect. 

" Lord Arlingford, very much doubting 
her equestrian prowess, was quite at a 
loss on which of the Spa animals to plg^ce 
his beloved wife ; and much to the diver- 
sion of the Princess Radzivil, who, like 
all Russis^i ladies, shines particularly on 
horseback, there was no end to the variety 
of saddles, petticoats, &c. fitted to those 
among the vast number collected before the 
hotel (f Orange on this memorable occasion. 

"This was rather a contre-temps, as 
we had been warned that to accomplish 
our purpose, we should require every hour 
of a very long day. At length, how- 
ever, for once, they * saddled the right 
horse,' which is in many cases diflScult 
to accomplish, and in this instance had 

proved particularly so. 
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" The Prince and Princess Radzivil, Lord 
de Vere, Count Poniatowsky, and Lord and 
Lady Arlingford, formed the rear-guard of 
the cavalcade. A very steep acclivity, 
and a road scarcely passable^ which we 
came to immediately on quitting FAvenit^e 
de Marteau, but too fully verified the 
information we had received; for most 
toilsome and weary was our progress, and 
dismal was the wildness of the barren 
heath ; and this eflfect was rendered more 
direfiil by the crosses which were 
scattered in divers parts, to mark the spot 
where some foul and cruel murder had 
been perpetrated. On these were seen 
the words ' Priez pour les trepassSs.' 

"The chain of very agreeable and 
cheerful conversation kept up our spirits 
through all dangers and difficulties, till at 
length we found ourselves in sight of the 
desired object. The Chdteau de Mont- 
jardin is situated about seven English 
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miles from Spk, on a rocky and woody 
bank, which overhangs the river Ambleve; 
and this romantic stream we ferried over 
to reach our destination. It is only in- 
habited by its owner during the three 
autumnal months, when he comes in pur- 
suit of the wild sports which its neighbour- 
hood affords. During the rest of the year 
it is occupied by a garde de ckasse and 
his wife, who are protected ih this dreary 
abode by two ferocious dogs (real descend- 
ants of Cerberus, I verily believe), who 
opposed our progress so violently, that it 
was necessary to chain them before we 
could enter the inner court of the castle 
and garden. 

" In the latter, though much overgrown 
with weeds, we had the pleasure of 
gathering the Catalonian jessamine and 
oleander, in great beauty. 

" This spot presents an idea of sublime 
solitude, and affords a sure retreat for any- 
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one who is weary of the world, and hates 
the haunts of man. The only interruption 
to which he could here be liable, would 
arise from the intrusion of wolves and 
wild boars, who prowl about its precincts 
during the winter season. 

" I need not say that I indulged in 
making some sketches of a spot so wild 
and romantic, while the rest of the party 
strolled through the woods, and rested in 
the Belvedkrey which commands a most 
beauti^ view of the distant mountains, 
and which I also added to my collection. 

" Thus the day was insensibly loitered 
away, till prudence reminded us it was 
time to hurry down to the river, and 
ferry back to the neat little inn. This is 
covered with beautiful vines, and stands 
in the midst of a very pretty garden. 

" Our companion in the boat was an 
old woman, who was convejring, wrapt 
in her handkerchief, a magnificent old 
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cock, whose crest exhibited its beautiful 
red colour, and which really seemed fitted 
to * live and fight another day/ We 
asked her what was its destination. 
' Mon DieuV she replied, * vous le mangerez 
dans un petit quart d^heure.^ And sure 
enough he figured in a pilau de riz very 
shortly afterwards. But we had no fault 
to find ; for we had a most excellent din- 
ner at three francs a head, and Hock, 
which was declared to be exquisite. 

" There is a most curious grotto, within 
a few yards of the village of Montjardin ; 
but the ladies of our party were deterred 
from exploring it, by hearing that an ad- 
venturous English woman, who persevered 
in these subterranean researches about 
two months ago, had actually kept her 
bed ever since. It requires upwards of 
two hours to examine its beauties accu- 
rately ; and this can only be done with 
the assistance of guides with lighted 
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torches, without which no one would 
ever be extricated from the labyrinth; 
for such it surely is. 

" Not one of our party seemed incKned 
to devote their time to tliis rash pursuit ; 
but we afterwards heard that one of the 
grooms who had attended us, very nearly 
paid the forfeit of his life for his curiosity, 
being literally so chilled by the damp air 
afl;er the first hour, that he fell down in 
a fainting fit, and was brought back more 
dead, than aUve. He was at length re- 
covered by hot cordials, -and put into a 
warm bed, under the c^re of Mons. de la 
Grarde, the aubergiste, and it is hoped 
will be able to return to Spk to-morrow. 

" We had so far very much enjoyed 
our day, and flattered ourselves that this 
expedition, like the rest, would pass off 
without any accident. Every body set off 
in excellent spirits, and in the same order 
in which they had arrived. The car- 
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riages first, as the slowest in their pro- 
gress. The light cavalry lagging behind, 
fix)m the certainty that they should very 
easily overtake us. , 

" We had not left Montjardin above an 
hour, when we saw the horse which Lady 
Arlingford rode, pass us at full gallop 
without its rider. Before we could col- 
lect our thoughts, or turn back. Lord de 
Vere and the Count Poniatowsky, came 
up at full speed, to announce the very 
narrow and providential escape of Lady 
Arlingford, who, though very much 
bruised, they ventured to hope, might not 
have sustained any material injury. 

" Encouraged by her success in the 
morning, she had challenged the Princess 
Radzivil to a sort of race, and while en- 
deavouring to keep pace with her, the 
horse, aware that he was on his way 
home, broke into a furious pace, fully 
conscious that his rider had no control 
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over him, and could not check his rapid 
career. No one dared to follow too 
closely, but all trembled for the result. 

^^ In a few minutes, the animal gave 
a tremendous bound, and threw Lady 
Arlingford over his head. Very fortu- 
nately her foot did not hang in the 
stirrup, or her death must have been cer- 
tain, but she fell to the ground, sense- 
less. 

" Her hat being tied on her head, 
preserved her skull from being fractured ; 
but a concussion was still to be appre- 
hended. There was no water near ; but 
luckily eau-de-Cologne in abundance — 
Lord de Vere and the Count lost not a 
moment in overtaking us, as it was essen- 
tial there should be no delay in getting 
the unfortunate sufferer back to Spk ; 
every persuasion was tried to induce Lady 
de Vere not to undergo the additional 
pain and fatigue, but to proceed with 
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Madame Salomons, and allow me to go 
back with her own carriage to convey 
Lady Arlingford. 

" This arrangement she would not listen 
to for a moment, and it was decided that 
the whole party should retrace their 
steps; which we did accordingly for two 
miles. 

" On reaching the spot, we found that 
Lady Arlingford had been brought to her 
recollection by the appUcation of salts, &c. 
but was covered with bruises, and her left 
arm much shattered. Lord ArUngford 
was almost distracted, and quite incapable 
of rendering any assistance ; but nothing 
could surpass the amiability of the Prin- 
cess Radzivil, who, on her knees before 
the sufferer, was chafing her hands and 
acting the part of the good Samaritan ; 
for with Lady Arlingford she was but little 
acquainted, and was only performing her 
duty as a Christian towards a suffering 
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fellow-creature. It was really beautiful to 
see this lovely woman bending with such 
pity and commiseration over one who had 
just been boasting of a prowess equal to 
her own, and actually taunting her to 
the proof. 

"Prostrate on the earth, and nearly 
inanimate, lay Lady Arlingford, scarcely 
awake to the interest she was exciting in 
those around her, or even to the peril from 
which she had so recently escaped. 

" The first step resorted to by Dr. Og- 
lander was to take from her some ounces 
of blood : a prudent precaution, in case 
the head should be more affected than 
could at the moment be ascertained. But 
all this detained us till the clouds of night 
gathered fast around. 

" To reach Spk with as little fatigue as 
possible was a very essential object, as 
we were more than four miles from any 
habitation. At length the cushions of 
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Lady de Vere's carriage were arranged to 
form a sort of couch, on which Lady Ar- 
lingford was placed, Lady de Vere setting 
by her, and Dr. Oglander supporting her. 
Lord Arlingford and Lord de Vere rode 
by the carriage, which advanced at a foot's 
pace ; while all those who had been dis- 
placed were crowded into the other car- 
riages as they could, myself among the 
number ; and after stopping at a sort of 
half-way house to procure lights, we 
reached Spk about ten o'clock at night, 
retaining most painful impressions of so 
disastrous an expedition. 

"Lord and Lady Arlingford had intended 
making Paris their way to England, and 
were to leave Spa at the end of a week ; 
but the. untoward event of this day, so 
little looked for, has made a change both 
in their intentions and those of Lord and 
Lady de Vere. 
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" Dr. Oglander desired immediately on 

our return to call in Sir A C , 

who, by good fortune, was enjoying at Spa 
a fortnight's respite from his labours ; for 
the Doctor felt that his own knowledge in 
surgery was not sufficient to decide on the 
real state of Lady Arlingford. No ma- 
terial injury was discovered excepting the 
bruises ; but there were strong symptoms 
of nervous fever and excitement which it 
was absolutely necessary to subdue and 
keep under, and to obtain sleep, if pos- 
sible. 

" In this they succeeded beyond their 
utmost expectation; but Lady de Vere, 
whose nerves were in no state to bear the 
shock she had sustained, required an extra 
dose of opium to ensure even a moment's 
repose. 

" Dr. Oglander sat up the whole 
night with Lady ArUngford, and afforded 
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the best comfort to her afflicted hus- 
band, by his unremitting care and at- 
tention. 

" On the following morning, the sur- 
geon announced that the arm must be 
worn in a sling, and would for some time 
be helpless ; and that to attempt leaving 
Spk must be out of the question for at 
least a fortnight to come. 

" The moment has now arrived in 
which I am called upon to return good for 
evil. Lady Arlingford took a violent 
fancy to my guitar, because it dissipated 
without fatiguing her ; and as she could 
not be allowed either to read or write, I 
seemed quite essential to her amusement. 

" Everybody vied in their attentions; 
Mr. Winston sent offerings of the finest 
grapes every day. The Princess Radzivil, 
with tones of silver, and smiles which 
angels might envy, came also constantly to 
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contribute her quota of kindness, for she 
felt herself, in &ct, accessary to the sad 
niischance. There is nothing which draws 
people together so closely, so kindly, or 
so intimately, as misfortune. It is a link 
acknowledged by every benevolent and 
truly Christian heart; and it was pecu- 
liarly striking in this instance, as Lady 
Arlingford, in her days of health and 
gaiety, had been anything but con- 
ciliating. 

"Mrs. Bembridge oflfered Snapdragon, 
and the Guinea-pigs for her amusement, 
and * Harry' was sent to angle for rarities 
in all the ponds, ditches, and rivulets 
within reach. 

" This delay appeared to be extremely 
irksome to Lord de Vere, and to his friend 
Mr. Winston, both of whom, for reasons 
best known to themselves, seemed most 
anxious to return to England, and cer- 
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tainly did not share the anxiety of Lady 
de Vere respecting the fate of Lady Ar- 
lingford. Still to leave his wife was an 
impossibility; and he had promised Mr. 
Winston a conveyance home, when Sir 
Griffiths Walker had left him in the 
lurch. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MISS marsden's diary continued. 

" Our party is indeed sadly reduced ; and 
the table (Thdte which we have of late 
enjoyed, presents a series of empty chairs, 
which proclaim, alas ! but too palpably, 
that the season is drawing to a close. Here 
and there, a carriage from Aix-la-Chapelle 
takes a passing glance in its way home- 
wards ; and among the contents, we some- 
times find an acquaintance. 

" Yesterday produced an arrival which 
afforded us much amusement, not un- 
mixed with pity. It consisted of a most 
venerable figure, counting at least seventy- 
seven years, whose descent from the car- 
riage was effected with difficulty, followed 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHILD OF MYSTERY. 193 

by a girl to all appearance recently eman- 
cipated from a boarding-school — without 
beauty, without air, and without manner; 
and giving the idea of a thoroughly 
spoiled child. This pair was accompanied 
by a little girl about a year old, whom 
the nurse privately declared to Mrs. Ad- 
dington, promises to be as big a devil as 
its mamma. 

" The old man, Mr. Trugoding, presented 
a perfect picture of what is called a hen- 
pecked husband. This trial seems in- 
flicted to prepare the old gentleman for 
that world which he must be fast approach- 
ing, by giving him a foretaste of purga- 
tory on earth. It is really pitiable to see 
a man, who once perhaps possessed the 
sense and discrimination of other men, 
become the slave of this young creature ! 
He is literally treated as if he were a 
perfect nonentity. 

" His drive seemed to have given him 

VOL. I. K 
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an appetite, and he was enjoying an ex- 
cellent entree, when his wife exclaimed, 
' Dear ! you know I never allow you to 
eat French trash! Antoine, take away 
Mr. Trugoding's plate, and get him a 
slice of roast beef.' 

" This was Kterally * taking the meat out 
of his mouth;' but he submitted with 
apparent satisfaction, saying to Lord de 
Vere, * She is such a good soul, always 
thinking of herself last. Such a good 
nurse too ! I don't know what I should do 
without her. Lady de Vere,' continued 
he, turning to her, * this is my httle wife, 
she does every thing for me — quite a 
woman of business ; you would be sur- 
prised to hear her dispute with our French 
servant, (who luckily speaks English, for 
she is but a bad Frenchwoman,) about 
every shilling we lay out. I am sure she 
will save me thousands in the long run. 
When we are at home, it is just the same; 
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not a coal or a candle wasted. Sometimes 
she overdoes it — Don't you my dear? and 
I threaten to send for my great-coat ; and 
then she jumps up and gives me a kiss ; 
and I forget the fire and the great-coat.' 

" * Come, come, dear ! you are talking 
nonsense I You know I never allow that ;' 
said this amiable prodigy, ' Hold your 
tongue and eat your dinner ! — Can't you 
see every body else has done long ago?' 

" * Ah !' said he, with a sigh, * I know, 
my dear love, you must have it your own 
way. That dear child too ! she is just 
like her ! Some of these days she will 
carry all before her. We have had no 
less than nine nurses in one twelvemonth. 
The little creature shewed her spirit as 
soon as she was bom. There's nothing 
like it ! She'll be master and mistress too, 
by and bye !' 

" How long this good but deluded old 

man might have gone on expatiating on 
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his happy state, I know not ; but when we 
arose from the table, his invaluable wife 
led him off, saying, * You hear, dear ! 
nobody drinks wine abroad ! — ^that is all 
the good I know of foreign parts; for my 
part I don't know a word they say. I did 
learn French at school and at home ; but 
all the governesses declared I was such 
a vixen they could make nothing of me. 
I do so hate governesses and companions 
— Don't you. Lady de Vere ? But I be- 
lieve you have no children, or anybody 
of that sort, so you have no such plagues.' 
" Every body looked different ways, 
some turned red, and others turned pale ; 
as for myself, I believe I felt it less than 
any person present ; for though all know 
my situation with Lady de Vere, it is one 
I glory in too much, to shrink from any 
comment which could be made; and 
assuredly not such as might issue from 
the person who then exhibited her opi- 
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nions, uncalled for, and unwished for by 
those so much older and wiser than herself. 
" Meanwhile this ill-assorted couple had 
made good their retreat ; and many were 
the observations they drew forth. Lord de 
Vere told us tHat Mr. Trugoding had been 
a Russia merchant, and had amassed an 
enormous fortune during the last war, by 
contracts, &c. At the peace, he fell a prey 
to a numerous and rapacious family, who 
cared not who or what he was, provided 
they could secure him and his wealth to 
themselves for ever. For this purpose the 
second daughter was thrown in his way, 
and soon set forth her naive powers to im- 
pose on his credulity, and to persuade him 
that he was preferred by her to the young- 
est and handsomest of his sex. She was 
pennyless, he rolled in riches; he was 
old and infirm, she was youthful, blithe, 
active, and enterprising. The bargain 
was struck; and if report speaks truth. 
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a very hard one it was ! The first object 
of the old gentleman was to escape the 
sneers, scoffs, and jeers of his more pru- 
deat and rational friends ; and, after re- 
treating to the rural shades of a distant 
county for upwards of a twelvemonth, he 
brought his wife and her infant daughter 
to London, where his former associates so 
rallied him on his * domestic felicity,' that 
he was almost thankful when a sort of 
repelled gout induced his physicians to 
recommend the baths of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

" We now find them on their return 
home, he growing older, and his wife 
more despotic. 

" The coach they travelled in to this 
place is so much the worse for wear, that 
it can only be presumed to have been a 
second-hand purchase when it graced their 
nuptials; this vehicle, like the money, 
being certainly made the most of. Within 
sat the happy pair : in front of them, the 
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little heiress to all the Russian and other 
bonds, under the joint care of the nurse 
and the maid, who endeavoured to pacify 
her unceasing screams — ^which arose from 
restlessness and ill-humour — by countless 
sugar-plums, and other sweet sedatives. 
A most beautiful hercehnette was slung 
across the carriage, in a manner which 
effectually cramped the limbs of the de- 
lighted father, who declared no suffering 
was too great for the sake of ^ such a 
darling V 

" Their attendant on horseback was a 
foreigner — ^a man for all purposes, and of 
every denomination : he was courier, vaht 
de cKamhre^ footman, in short, everything 
by turns. 

" Such was the travelling equipage 
and suite of the great Mr. Trugoding ! 
He was returning from Aix-la-Chapelle 
with a constitution much invigorated by 
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the waters ; and his wife with a wardrobe 
much improved by her visit to Brussels 
en route; and to be still farther embel* 
lished on her return. Her s^our on the 
Continent did not appear to have added 
to that knowledge of French which her 
ci-devant governesses had vainly striven 
to inculcate ; * for/ she said, * we have 
been sadly jolted by the ravens to-day — 
I think they so called them ; but I thought 
ravens were birds with black feathers: 
now what could these be? Whenever 
[ screamed out, they answered, it was 
only a raven ! Then at Liege, I remem- 
ber, they said I must go and see the 
bull-vards. I expected bulls in a farm- 
yard, and saw nothing but trees and wide 
walks. Now in some places, they talked 
a good deal of the verger ; I thought that 
was a man that did something in cathe- 
drals, and wore a long black gown ; but 
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they said, No — it was a place fiill of apple- 
trees! Mr. Trugoding laughs at me; 
but he knows no better.' 

" Mrs. Prettyjohn, who, with her Cap- 
tain had returned on that very day from 
a look at the Rhine, as she called it, 
having merely passed one day at Cologne, 
was perfectly amazed at all she heard 
and saw. 

" * Well,' said she, * this beats all my 

practice ; you all laughed at me for saying 

there was a Aair in everything about the 

table ; and that I was always glad to find 

it so ; but, la ! I do know more than that 

young Miss. One scrape I did get into, 

to be sure, and that was at the Custom- 

ouse : I ad twelve pots of oney ; and 

if they did not seize and eat them all 

without esitation ; and all because I 

would pay no duty. But, la ! I had 

never calculated on finding bees in forin 

parts !' 
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" * Madam/ gravely observed Mr, Win- 
ston, * they are to be found everywhere/ 

" Mrs. Bembridge amused herself dur- 
ing the evening in producing, as she said, 
a second edition of * January and May ;' 
though she declares she never saw a May 
so little lovely, or, by all accounts, so 
stormy. 

" I heard my door open towards two 
o'clock in the morning, to my great alarm, 
when in walked Mrs. Bembridge, en robe 
de chambrej escorted by Snapdragon, 
with these said verses in her hand, which 
she read aloud for my amusement. She 
is really very clever, and, to me at least, 
very obliging and good-humoured; but 
Swallow and Sam both complain heavily 
of her ill-usage. She acknowledges never 
having been able to govern herself, and 
is therefore little likely to understand how 
to govern others. 

** This woman is indeed an extraordi- 
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nary compound : sometimes she sits fish- 
ing, with her rod in one hand, and a 
novel in the other. In London, her maid 
tells us, she often walks the streets with 
a Latin vocabulary in her hand, out 
of which she instructs her page, for the 
benefit of those who are passing by. She 
has also had him taught to dress and 
undress her, that she may feel independent 
wherever she goes I 

" Sometimes she passes herself off, in 
divers places, in characters foreign to her 
own; and this incognito leads her into 
most singular, and often very disagree- 
able adventures ; she says it is so delight- 
fill to see life in all its shapes. 

" I am sorry to think that the Prince 
and Princess Radzivil are now on their 
way to St. Petersburgh. I had no idea . 
of the amiability and real philanthropy of 
those two persons, till the accident which 
befel Lady Arlingford called them forth. 



Digitized 



by Google 



204 ERNESTINE, 

In the common-place occurrences of life, 
many great and good qualities may be 
said to lie dormant, which on great occa- 
sions blaze forth with lustre ; and so I am 
convinced it would be in their case. 

" Lady Arlingford has now been con- 
fined to her room a fortnight ; but is re- 
covering as rapidly as her case can admit. 
She has every reason to be gratified with 
the devoted attention of her Lord, who, 
though reserved in society, and rather 
austere, is everything that is most kind 
and considerate towards his wife, and has 
passed most of his time in her apartments 
I, too, have been admitted there, as useful, 
though not congenial. The heart of some, 
persons is impenetrable to gratitude and 
every kind feeling, however great their 
obligations. 

" Lady Arlingford's curiosity is so 
excited respecting * January and May,' 
in consequence of having been indulged 
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with a sight of the poetical effusions of 
Mrs. Bembridge, on this most interesting 
subject, that she is induced to join the ge- 
neral party at dinner to-day, and to show 
off * the Turtle Doves,' as she has already 
christened them. 

" Lady de Vere has proved her regard 
for Lady Arlingford almost too unre- 
mittingly and sincerely ; and Lord de Vere, 
with all his compliances towards his wife, 
begins to think it is high time to change 
the scene. I believe we shall not, there- 
fore, see many more suns setting or rising 
at Spa. 

** But to return to Mr. and Mrs. Tru- 
goding. I must observe, that we were 
not disposed to see * Madame' in a more 
favourable point of view, from divers 
anecdotes which have transpired from the 
tittle-tattle of the lower regions ; servants 
not being in general famous for silence or 
forbearance, where their employers are 
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concerned. It is, indeed, lamentable to 
think of the serious results which some- 
times arise from their indiscretion and 
want of judgment. 

"Mr. Trugoding is said to have been 
beloved in the same degree that his wife 
is hated. He had been a kind and liberal 
master; was always considerate and in- 
dulgent; and lived in a style suited to 
his circumstances. He is now an altered 
being, certainly not improved by * petti- 
coat government' Annuities to old ser- 
vants are discontinued; even dogs and 
horses, whose working days are passed, are 
put out of the way * because they will eat.' 
Charity, once a prominent word in his 
daily vocabulary, is now expunged as ob- 
solete. 

" But this is not all : the very affec- 
tions of his heart towards the few sur- 
viving friends of earlier days, are treated 
with ridicule and contempt. No measure 
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is left untried to estrange them; whe- 
ther those means be good or bad, is a 
matter of perfect indiflPerence to the fair 
lady, provided success attend her efforts. 

" Sometimes she has been overheard 
singing — 

^ My old man and his pelf, 
Will I have to myself!' 

And so far she has kept her word : but 
then all she does is done with such ap- 
parent tenderness and affection, that he 
who of all others is most interested in 
discovering the reality, alone remains ig- 
norant of the deceptions daily practised 
upon him. 

" It will be ims^ned, that after all 
these reports, no one felt much inclination 
to cultivate a further acquaintance with 
either party. 

" Mr. Trugoding came in to dinner the 
following day, looking pale as a ghost. 



Digitized 



by Google 



208 ERNESTINE, 

but smiling, said to the company, * My 
dear little soul and I have had a game of 
romps, just to cure my gout, she said. — 
But God bless her ! she is stronger than 
I am, and I have contrived to hit my 
head, because I am weak upon my legs. 
She is so imhappy^ though it was all in 
play, that she says she can't come to 
dinner. She will have it that it was her 
fault, and says she will go to bed, and 
leave Spk to-morrow. She calls it such 
a nasty unhealthy place, because of my 
accident.' 

" Lord de Vere replied, * We are all 
sorry to see you have suflPered, my good 
sir ! and I sincerely hope you may ex- 
perience a change for the better, when 
you get home — ^to you a more congenial 
air perhaps, for this place is getting 
damp ; the fogs rise early in the evening, 
and make it unwholesome.' 

" We all observed that the poor man 
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drew a long face after the iirst attempt at 
being cheerful, and made himself look at 
least ten years older. 

" * You eat nothing, Mr/ Trugoding,' 
said Lady Arlingford. 

" « My good ma'am/ he replied, • I do 
feel faint ; but before I touch a morsel my- 
self, I must be allowed to carry half that 
chicken to my poor dear little woman. I 
know she will not eat one bit unless I take 
it to her. Poor little soul 1 I must not 
have her starved. What should I do 
without her? She is an excellent little 
doctress. I must not drink one drop of 
wine, she says, and I dare say she is right, 
don't you think so. Lady de Vere ?' 

"He could not have referred to any 
person present, who felt more completely 
disgusted, or whose practises as a wife, 
differed more widely from those of Mrs. 
Trugoding. In a dry but civil tone, for 
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even her patience was nearly exhausted, 
she answered, 

" * Indeed, Mr. Trugoding, I am the 
last person you ought to consult. I make 
it a rule never to dictate to Lord de Vere 
on any subject. I am not, therefore, 
a competent judge where the case is vice 
vers&J 

"The old man looked more grave 
than before, and taking up the chicken, 
he silently withdrew. 

" We saw no more of him that evening ; 
and at an early hour on the following 
morning, the old yellow coach stood 
ready packed in the court of the hotel, 
and we saw the trio depart for England. 
It may be said of this departure, as it was 
at the interment of a certain great Duchess, 
* Nobody cried, and nobody laughed.' 

"How wonderfully it is the will of 
Heaven to equalise the lot of mankind in 
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this world. We daily see persons on 
whose fate Fortune, by the abundance of 
her gifts, seems to bestow a perpetual 
smile, rendered perfectly miserable, 
either by the unfortunate connexions they 
have formed, which, as in the instance 
before us, must embitter every hour they 
pass on earth, or by the loss of dear re- 
lations and friends — a void which no 
worldly treasure can replace. Last, 
though not least, among the drawbacks 
to human felicity, must be counted the 
stings of a guilty conscience ! To these 
the rich and the poor man are equally 
liable. The downy couch, and bed of 
straw, alike witness the sleepless hour 
and scalding tear. To both life becomes 
a burthen, when they have neither faith 
to pray nor grace to repent. But the 
rich man will pay the heavier penalty. 
To him much was given, and from him, 
therefore, much will be required. 
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# # » * # 

"Some days have now elapsed since 
Mr. and Mrs. Trugoding left Spa, and as 
all seemed, by one consent, to agree on the 
expediency of allowing them to advance 
considerably on their journey, to preclude 
the possibility of falling in with them, the 
rest of the party, at least those bound to- 
wards England, are still stationary." 
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CHAPTER X. 

" Where'er I roam, whatever realms I see, 
My heart untravelled still shall turn to thee.'* 

Goldsmith. 



MISS MARSDEN S DIARY CONTINUED. 

*^ The society which for some weeks past 
had been identified by a similarity of 
habits and pursuits, which created a con- 
stant j9om^ de reunion^ were now to dis- 
perse, and I believe I may add, on the 
part of many, with sincere regret. 

"Lord and Lady Arlingford gave up 
their intended excursion to Paris, in con- 
sequence of the accident which had be- 
fallen Lady Ariingford, but of which 
there was probably no serious remains. 

" We were all to travel together ; Mr. 
Winston being of our party, leaving Mrs. 
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Bembridge, with her lean kine, very 
considerably in the rear. Most of those 
I have not named were destined for Paris 
or Aix-la-Chapelle, at which latter place 
the waters are drank very late, and the 
gaming-tables are kept open to the con- 
cluding day of the year. 

" Our final diimer here was not a gay one. 
All felt that they were at that moment 
assembled for the last time, at least in all 
human probability. And if not positive 
affection, a sort of good-will had been 
generated by such very regular associ- 
ation. 

"Madame Salomons had hoped that, 
as in many cases on record, * Good-bye' 
would prove more effectual than * How do 
you do V But Lord Amelius had made 
an early retreat, and the Due de Bivero 
parted, yet * made no sign.' The agree- 
able Chevalier de Pereira compared him- 
self to a deserted linnet or a solitary 
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nightingale, and declared he could no 
longer sing, since he had lost his mate. 
Every body had some kind wish, or 
flattering regret to impart ; and the even- 
ing closed in, leaving many things un- 
said. 

" That we were lamented, and most sin- 
cerely too, by the inhabitants of Spa, we 
could not doubt. To them our depar- 
ture was the signal for a general retreat, 
and the close of a season, which, how- 
ever agreeable, is always of short duration. 

" The beautiful flowers which graced 

the adieux of the Princess S ^a had now 

vanished and faded by the common course 
of nature. But the immortelles still re- 
mained, and of these, crowns and garlands 
innumerable, were thrown into the car- 
riages as we drove along. 

" Of the little * Ernestine,' great part of 
whose life and adventures I trust I may 
live to record, I have so far said little, 
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because the nursery anecdotes of baby- 
hood, can only be interesting to the fond 
parent, or to the nurse proud of her charge ; 
but she has not lain dormant, either with 
regard to her own progress in vigour of 
mind and body, or in the affection of her 
self-created parents. She has been a 
primary object on all occasions, and Lord 
de Vere always thought his breakfast 
imperfect when she did not make her 
appearance. 

" It will not astonish my readers to hear 
that Lord de Vere resolved to return from 
Liege by Louvain and Tirlemont, instead 
of Namur. The painful scene which had 
so influenced his future arrangements, 
still dwelt too powerfiiUy on his mind to 
make a return to the fatal spot where 
such a tragedy had been enacted, tolerable ; 
and in these feelings Lady de Vere fiilly 
coincided. 

" The latter was now so well and cheer- 
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fill that Dr. Oglander was become quite a 
supernumerary, and his presence was no 
longer required with the salts and stop- 
watch. He, therefore, travelled with 
Lord de Vere, the dear child, and myself, 
in the carriage of Lord de Vere, while 
Lord and Lady Arlingford insisted on 
conveying Lady de Vere and Mr. Win- 
ston ; and we reached the Hotel de 
Bellevue, at Brussels, far more happy and 
comfortable than we had left it. 

" Every body seemed bent on making 
the journey delightfiil ; and with such a 
disposition how could it fail to be so? 
Lady Arlingford forgot her airs, and Lord 
Arlingford had set aside his austerity. 
Lady de Vere was no longer nervous ; her 
husband was in his pleasantest mood. 
Mr. Winston forgot that he loved contra- 
'diction, while Dr. Oglander and myself, 
had only to play the part of audience, and 
to be delighted. 

VOL. I. L 
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" Sudi journeys should never end. But 
unfortunately there is an end to all things^ 
good as well as bad; and a few days 
brought us again in sight of that awAil 
gulf which every true lover of th6ir 
country must endure to cross, if they wish 
to reach the dear white cliffs of Albion. 

^^The rSs^da had faded away; but the 
fires were excellent in les grands apparte^ 
ments of the H6tel Dessein. We rested 
quietly, and fared sumptuously every 
day. 

" As to our passage to Dover, I believe 
there is much truth in the saying, * ce n'est 
que le premier pas qui coute ;' for it was 
certainly effected with less pain and dif- 
ficulty than in the first instance. 

" Great was the curiosity when we 
reached Grosvenor Square, to see the little 
stranger which had been added to the 
family, and the fervent wishes of the 
household being more than realised, filled 
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both the upper and lower regions with 
astonishment and delight — ^a child adopt- 
ed! and a child expected! neither of 
which could have been foreseen when we 
set forth on our travels. 

" All decided that * Ernestine* was a 
sweet little creature, and my Lord and my 
Lady were quite rich enough to Mo as 
they pleased with their own/ * To be 
sure,' said the housekeeper, * if everybody 
was like my Lord, there would be no oc- 
casion for the Foundling Hospital, or such 
lik« establishments ; and I am bold to say 
it is a sad encouragement to the propaga*^ 
tion of vice.' 

" * Oh ! Mrs. Bramble,* cried Adding- 
ton, * had you been in my Lord's skin, 
you would have done just as he did ; and 
before we have been home a fortnight, you 
will be just as fond of the poor little baby 
as we all are. But for my life I can't tell 
you the story ; first, because it makes me 

l2 
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cry my eyes out ; and next, because it is 
as much as our places are worth, to say a 
word about the matter.' 

" Mrs. Bramble retreated to bed, but 
not to rest — she had a tremendous night- 
mare arising entirely from ungratified 
curiosity ; and we must leave her to the 
care of Dr. Oglander, and to the effect of 
his most powerfiil sedatives. 

" Among the immediate visitors of Lord 
and Lady de Vere, was Sir Griffiths 
Walker. He looked pale and worn ; and 

appeared in* love mourning' for Lady '- ; 

not that he had wasted his time in tears of 
regret, for with her he had long been aux 
precedes; his heart having surrendered 
to the pretty Mrs. C many months be- 
fore this death occurred. But he wan- 
dered firom flower to flower in very many 
instances ; and having sipped their sweets, 
like the butterfly, left them to droop and 
die. 
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" The return of Lord de Vere seemed an 
event of primary importance, and whole 
hours were passed in close and confidential 
conversation, to which Mr. Winston, and 
a Mr. Bennett, a distant connexion of 
Lord de Vere, were always admitted. I 
have heard it whispered that before mar- 
riage, there existed a strange compact 
b6tween these worthies and Lord de Vere; 
ty which they were to share and share 
alike, every goo4 or ill fortune which 
befel them. I can only hope, if this has 
been the case, that Lord de Vere now 
leaves them the champ lihre in every thing; 
but on these points it is not my business to 
be inquisitive. 

" Our stay is not to be long in London, 
which I can but rejoice in, though I 
scarcely know w? Ay ; and on my arrival at 
Holmsdale Castle I must begin to write 
regularly to my kind benefactress at Na- 
ples, leaving my Diary to be continued 



Digitized 



by Google 



222 ERNESTINE, 

at intervals, as time and circumstances 
admit. 

" Of my own feelings on returning to 
England I can truly say, that ^ where'er I 
roam,' I always cling with affection and 
gratitude to my native soil ; endeared as 
it is, by my earliest and most tender re- 
collections. Though only the daughter 
of a poor clergyman, he was patronized by 
that most excellent of men, the late Duke 

of to whom he was chaplain for 

many years ; and when, deprived by death 
of the best of fathers, which happened 
nearly at the same period as that (^ his 
patron, I was left in a state of utter be- 
reavement, the widowed Duchess took me 
entirely under her protection ; and to her 
benevolent and kind hand do I owe every 
blessing, every comfort, and every advau- 
tage I now enjoy. 

" I long to write her every particular of 
the interesting charge now placed in my 
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hands, and to obtain her counsel respect- 
ing all my fixture proceedings. 

**That I have the confidence and appro- 
bation of my employers so far, is a great 
happiness ; but the world is a wide the- 
atre, and experience has not yet fitted me 
to act on such a stage as becomes me 
best. 

" Lord and Lady Arlingford are gone to 
a place near London for a short time, to 
see a very particular friend of his ; but 
they will very shortly follow us to Holms- 
dale Castle, where Dr. Oglander is in- 
vited as a visitor, and, greatly to my de- 
light, is to accompany us. 

"J often think how uncomfortable and 
unhappy I should have been on many 
occasions, but for the fiiendly support of 
so judicious and excellent an adviser. I 
believe him to have been perfectly satisfied 
with the treatment he has experienced 
from Lord and Lady de Vere ; they are 
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indeed incapable of anything that is either 
unkind, ill-bred, or injudicious, and I am 
convinced Dr. Oglander 'would readily 
renew his engagement^ Vere it to be re- 
quired. Sn attendant he will ever be 
received, and valued by both, not only as 
a physician, but a friend. 

" Mr. Winston has been most unaccount- 
ably odd since our return. He is more 
absent, more cross, and more contradic- 
tory than I could have conceived possible, 
after all his petits soins and delicate at- 
tentions at Spk. He is said to have been 
always subservient to the pleasures of his 
friends ; though he is for ever insinuating 
that personal regard has alone detained 
him from being, on many occasions, their 
successfiil rival. • 

" I know not why, but I ever feel a sort 
of dread of this man, old and frightful as 
he is, which I cannot account for. There 
is a look about him which I cannot get 
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over. He gives me the idea of Silenus, not 

only in his appearance, but in his passions 

and inclinations; but if, as I dread, he 

should endeavour to play off his arts of 

persuasion on me, I can only say, that 

resistance on my part will not be a virtue, 

but a real matter of inclination. I am 

certainly no beauty; but there must be 

some unfortunate point of attraction about 

me of which I am not aware ; for I seem to 

inspire young and old with feelings any 

thing but correspondent with my own. 

" My only prayer is, that Lord de Vere, 

for whom I feel the affection of a daughter, 

may not be taken with the same unlucky 

fency. I dread the quiet life and peaceful 

seclusion of sl country-house — I dread the 

delicate health of Lady de Vere, and also 

her situation, which may perhaps afford 

her Lord more leisure for what to him 

might be fun, but to me actual misery. 

^^ All this must sound very strange and 

l3 
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incredible, but I shall be thankful to own 
that I have been too presuming and too 
Tain. 

" The only persons talked of at present 
as visitors at the castle, are Lord and Lady 
Arlingford, Sir Griffiths Walker, and 
Mr. Winston. Also Dr. Oglander, who, 
Uke myself, counts lor tittle or nothing ; 
and Mr. Bennett, if he can find time to 
tear himself from the dissipation of 
his London life.. Th«re are also two 
young men whom I had forgotten — Lord 
Somers and his brother^, distant con- 
nexions of Lord de Vere^ who are coming 
for the purpose of shooting. I am told 
they are duU,^ but gopd-humoured. No 
doubt Lady ArtingfiAsdrdr powers will rouse 
their wits, if any they possess. 

** Lord de Vere has this moment inter- 
rupted me, during his wife's evening nap, 
with his friend Mr. Winston. They say it 
is so very melancholy for me to be alone. 
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that they came to beguile the weary hour, 
and Lord de Vere brought me a beautifiil 
coral necklace, which I could only accept 
with gratitude, as I was bound to do by 
every tie which his kindness had so lately 
enforced. Both told me I was but a 
novice in the ways of the world, and that 
I had no idea of the pleasure they should 
derive from enlightening me. 

" It struck me that they were elevated 
either by wine or by their own conversa- 
tion en Ute-h'tite^ and I felt that I looked 
more and more fooUsh every moment. I 
believe there is notMng some men enjoy 
so much as putting a woman to the blush, 
and especially when they consider her in 
a situation which makes it difficult if not 
impossible to resent their impertinence. 
Certain it is, that I was heartily glad, 
when a loud call from Lady de Vere made 
them start from their seats and retreat to 
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the drawing-room, but not before Lord de 
Vere had announced to me, that in two 
days we should take our departure for 
Holmsdale." 
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CHAPTER XL 

LETTER FROM MISS MARSDEN TO THE 
DUCHESS OF 

*^ It was a place 
Chosen by the Sovereign Planter, when he framed 
All things for man's delightful use." 

Paradise Lost. 

" Holmsdale Castle, Dec. 18—. 
" Dear Madam, 

" I feel that my first words on arriving, 
at this earthly Paradise are due to you, 
my most kind and ever-beloved bene- 
factress, by whom and through whom I 
am permitted to enjoy comforts and privi- 
leges which I never could have aspired to ; 
and for these blessings I i*rust I may 
never prove myself ungrateful. 

" I am sure that your Grace is anxious 
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to hear some account of Lady de Vere, 
whose situation renders her doubly inte- 
resting to all who love and value her, and 
most happy am I in being able to say that 
up to the present time all goes on favour- 
ably. She is very prudent, and only takes 
exercise in a quiet way ; being positively 
forbid over exertion of every kind. Nothing 
can exceed the attention of Lord de Vere, 
and we performed the journey to this place 
in two days, with great comfort. 

" The dear little girl, now six months old, 
is loved by every body. It is impossible 
for her to be more interesting or engaging, 
and I do not think any child or children 
which may be bom wiU lessen the aflfec- 
tion and interest she has excited in the 
breast of Lord and Lady de Vere. She 
is like a first-bom sent by Providence at 
an unexpected moment; and I am con- 
vinced that her destiny much occupies 
the mind of Lord de Vere. 
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'*^To you, my dear madam, I will ven- 
ture to say that, from the first instant, 
surmises of her real father existed in 
his mind; but it is a subject on which 
he suffers no one to question him or to 
hear his opinion. We saw, during our 
stay at Spk, the death of the daughter 

of an English earl named , in a 

London newspaper, merely stating that 
she had died on her way to the south 
of France, where she had been adidsed 
to pass some months for the recovery 
of her health. Now I am convinced it is 
the impression of Lord de Vere that it 
was her death-bed he saw at NamAr, and 
that she was the mother of * Ernestine : ' 
on both sides he suspects her birth to 
have been illustrious; but so great were 
the precautions then taken, that it will 
probably remain a mystery to the end 
of time. 

" Your Grace is already aware, that to 
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me is the charge of her education to be 
committed, and upon terms far exceeding 
my most sanguine expectations. It is 
my earnest prayer that I may perform 
this duty as I ought, and I think I may 
assure you, madam, that the painful ex- 
perience I acquired under your roof will 
prove a lasting benefit. 

" The intelligence conveyed in your 
Grace^s last letter, of the intended mar- 
ris^ of the Ducadi Monteleone with 

the Princess of , gave me a pang 

which I hope will not be considered 
improper or blameable on my part, after 
all I have suffered on his account; but 
my reason and reflection have now taught 
me to see this event in its true light, and 
to view it as a blessing more than a mis- 
fortune. My mind will no longer stray 
towards a subject on which it is become a 
crime for me to dwell, now that the affec- 
tions of that being whom I once loved 
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with every power and energy of my heart 
and soul, are irrevocably pledged to an- 
other. But the impression of your Grace's 
kindness at that time of trial will with me 
remain indelible to the latest hour of my 
Kfe. 

" I long to hear that there is some 
chance of your Grace's return to England 
— an event so anxiously looked for by all 
who have the happiness of being known 
to you. I am sure you will hear with 
pleasure of Lord and Lady Delancey, who 
were fortunately in London when we re- 
turned home, and were, as ever, all that 
was most kind and friendly towards me. 
They charged me with many expressions 
of kind regard towards your Grace, and 
we are not without hopes of seeing them 
at the castle this winter. 

" I must now describe this delightful 
place, which, within and without, will 
merit the epithet I have bestowed upon 
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it) of an * earthly paradise/ The approach 
firom London leads through two handsome 
lodges of mod^n Gothic, which open to 
an extensive park, interspersed with heathy 
hill, and dale, that give a wild appear* 
ance, as well as a beautiful variety of 
ground^ clothed with splendid woods and 
plantations, abounding in game of every 
description. The flower-garden and plea- 
sure-grounds must, indeed, in h belle 
saisoTij have given Milton his idea of 
^ the garden of Eden ; ' and the whole is 
watered by a beautiful river. 

"The castle itself stands on a noble 
sweeping lawn, and, unlike the castles 
of old, it is replete with every comfort 
and luxury of modem times. A low and 
massive door admits to a hall, stately in 
its magnificence, being nearly a hundred 
feet in height. A flight of marble steps 
conducts to the principal suite of apart- 
ments, through folding doors forming the 
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centre of the gallery, which surrounds the 
hall, that heing supported by cohinms of 
Sienna marble. 

^*A ^acious saloon, fifty feet in length, 
with conservatories at each end, opens 
on the right hand to a drawing-room, 
library, and breakfast-room, and on the 
left to a spadous dining-room, corres- 
ponding in size with the drawing-room, 
and beautifiilly decorated with original 
pictures by Vandyke, Rubens, Snyders, 
&c. Beyond that is a billiard-room, 
and also a smaller study, or morning- 
room, for Lord de Vere. Handsome bed- 
rooms and dressing-rooms extend beyond 
these cm each side, some forming the 
towers, &c. Above are rooms, almost 
without number, for the accommodation 
of bachelor visitors, for nurseries, and 
servants; and the whole of the ground 
floor is devoted to the offices — ^which are 
perfection. 
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" Lord and Lady de Vere have no idea 
of living in a comer, by way of being 
what Mr. and Mrs. Trugoding would call 
* snug.' They live in every part of their 
luxurious abode, so that it is at all times 
equally comfortable; and there is none 
of that bustle and confusion which in so 
many houses announce that ^company 
is expected,' when the housekeeper is 
rushing from room to room, like a de- 
mented creature, to see that the house- 
maids do not neglect their duty, and to 
preside over ^ a general uncovering.' 

" But I am transgressing the bounds of 
a letter, and must therefore take my leave, 
with the affectionate remembrances of 
Lord and Lady de Vere, subscribing my- 
self, 

" Madam, 

" Your Grace's most obliged and faithful 
" Emily Marsden." 
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A week was passed by Lord and Lady 
de Vere in quiet retirement, divers causes 
having detained all the party expected; so 
that they had full time to enjoy the com- 
forts of a home, which the privations of a 
foreign tour rendered doubly delightful. 

It was one of Lady de Vere's particular 
pleasures to show every part of the castle 
to a new comer; so that Dr. Oglander 
and Miss Marsden were made an fait of 
every thing it contained, and this without 
hurry or fatigue. 

The gardens were not Lady de Vere's 
passion, but with Lord de Vere they 
offered a constant source of occupation. 
He was very curious in plants, and dis- 
regarded expense, provided no one sur- 
passed him in the rarity of his collection. 
In the kitchen-garden he took an equal 
pride. His pineries and steam-houses 
were the envy and admiration of the 
whole country. 
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^ I like/' said he, " when the ground is 
covered with snow and the frost is nip- 
ping, to go into my hot-houses, and to 
see cucumbers, French beans, and straw- 
berries growing as if it were the month 
of June: then, too, I go into my con- 
servatories, and gather roses, violets, and 
lilies of the valley, and thus create around 
me a perpetual summer. How beautifiil 
will my carnations be next year ! I was 
quite jealous of the little shop-keepers at 
Spk, each with pots in their windows, 
bearing forty carnations and more» and all 
these of the finest colours/' 

Lord de Vere not only loved flowers, 
but he understood botany scientifically. 
His library contained all the most cele- 
brated works on the subject, written both 
before and since Toumefort, Linnaeus, 
Rosseau, &c., and he passed much time 
in this interesting study. 

What can, indeed, be more calculated 
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to elevate the mind towards the great 
Creator of all things than the contem- 
plation of these his wonderfiil works? 
From the finest exotic to the most com- 
mon weed, all equally proclaim that 

** The Hand which made them is divine ! ** 

" Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : 
yet Solomon, in all his glory, was not 
arrayed like one of these." 

Mr. Winston was a real partaker in the 
horticultural pursuits of Lord de Vere. 
He was equally an amateur, but fisu* more 
scientific. He was a man of science in 
many ways ; but he had also found time 
to drain the cup of pleasure to the dr^s, 
and of this intoxicating draught he only 
retained the stings of conscience and a 
shattered constitution. 

Dr. Oglander was quite in his element, 
for botany had not only formed a very 
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material part of his medical researches, 
but continue to be to him a constant 
source of pleasure and occupation. His 
enjoyments at the castle were great and 
various. His mornings were principally 
devoted to examining the interesting works 
on all subjects with which the library 
abounded. 

Mr. Winston was particularly well 
versed in the classics, and, being a man 
of universal reading, and of a very re- 
tentive memory, the conversation never 
flawed between him and the good Doc- 
tor, though it often ended in controversy, 
during which Lord de Vere, being a very 
good-natured man, averse to argument, 
and, above all, very inferior to both in 
point of knowledge, generally took refiige 
in an evening nap. 

Miss Marsden, when absent from Lady 
de Vere, who was apt to like a listless 
hour now and then, when she seemed to 
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give even thought a holiday, profited of 
these leisure moments by ckvoting them 
to the study of education. Locke, Rous- 
seau, and Hannah More, with many other 
celebrated works on the same subject, lay 
promiscuously on her table, to be perused 
and consulted in turn, that she might be 
enabled to form a system for her own use, 
when time called it into practice. 

Miss Marsden's apartment was par- 
ticularly well calculated for study and 
meditation, the " south tower," from 
whence she commanded a most delightful 
and extensive view, being entirely dedi- 
cated to her use ; and it was removed so 
far distant from the other inhabitants of 
the Castle, that she might be presumed to 
be secure from all interruptions. The 
only communication was through a long 
iDorridor, which led to the nursery, where 
her future charge reposed under the care 
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of a trustworthy and excellent nurse, who 
had been provided in London, when the 
little '^Ernestine'' was weaned ; for Lord de 
Vere thought it expedient to dismiss the 
Flemish nurse as soon as was consistent 
with the dear child's health, in order to 
destroy the more effectually every link , 
connected with the mystery of her birth 
at Namur. He was determined never to 
deviate from the line of prudence and dis- 
cretion which he had laid down for him- 
self on that particular subject. 

Lord de Vere made a daily visit to the 
nursery before breakfast, being anxious to 
secure the first place in the affection of his 
adopted daughter, his right to which no 
one could dispute. It is, indeed, impos- 
sible to do justice to the tenderness and 
feeling with which Lord de Vere treated 
this interesting child from the first mo- 
ment of her existence. He gave the idea 
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of wishing, by his kindness in this particu- 
lar, to exonerate himself firom neglect in 
other instances. 

This may, perhaps, appear an un- 
charitable conclusion; still, when we re- 
flect on the gay career of Lord de Vere, 
we may be allowed to imagine that his 
life was not altogether free fix)m imper- 
fection. Alas ! the sequel may, perhaps, 
prove, that even in this we are too 
lenient ! 

The day now arrived which was to 
bring Lord and Lady Arlingford, Sir Orif- 
fiths Walker and his friend Mr. Bennett, 
the co-partner of all his peccadilloes, Lord 
Somers, and his brother ; and though last, 
not least. Lord and Lady Delancey, to the 
Castle. 

Miss Marsden felt a secret dread of 
these arrivals, which was not unnatural, 
when we remember the unseasonable ap- 
pearance of Lady Arlingford, during the 

m2 
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amatory exhibition of Mr. Maskerville at 
Spk ; and the ill-nature, which no atten- 
tion on her part seemed to have power to 
conquer. No! not even the attentions 
which had soothed her bed of sickness, 
and beguiled the hours of pain. 

The only comfort of Miss Marsden arose 
£com the certainty of the kindness she 
should experience from Lord and Lady De- 
lancey, both being too steady to change, 
and too sensible to be biassed in their 
opinions by others. 

They were accompanied by their pretty 
niece, Augusta Berrington, a very lively 
and accomplished girl of eighteen, who 
had been ushered into the gay world under 
their auspices, during the last season ; and 
was just of that happy age and disposition 
which sees all things en couleur de rose. 

It was supposed that Lord and Lady 
Delancey, having no children, meant to 
provide very amply for this young lady, 
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especially if she married in a. manner 
which they considered desirable. 

Miss Marsden took up the position of 
" Sister Anne ;" and watched from her 
tower on high the respective carriages, 
as at intervals they came teaming along 
the road with eager haste, to arrive before 
the last gleam of expiring twilight She 
had intended to remain invisible, till the 
" gong" announced that dinner was about 
to be served ; but was summoned by Lady 
de Vere, to answer in person the kind and 
affectionate inquiries of Lord and Lady 
Delancey, who were impatient to intro- 
duce their niece, and to recommend her to 
their young and amiable friend's particu- 
lar care. 

They knew the world, and were aware 
of a precaution too often neglected and 
disregarded as absurd, but .which they 
deemed indispensable — ^the avoiding let- 
ing yoTlng persons wander alone in lai^ 
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country houses, according to their fancy, 
when their levity or imprudence might be 
put to the test, in a manner which they 
little dreamt of or anticipated. It is a real 
amusement to many men, and especially to 
those whose days ef gallantry are on the 
wane, to put a young girl to the blush, if 
they meet her thus unprotected. They sur- 
prise her by improper words or actions, 
which she is too much alarmed to resist, and 
too much ashamed to relate. By this means 
a sort of secret compact seems established, 
in which neither the will nor the inclination, 
on one side at least, bear a part ; and it is 
difficult to say where the matter may end. 
. Miss Berrington was to occupy a bed in 
Lady Delancey's dressing-room, and re- 
ceived a strict charge not to leave the 
apartment without the escort of Miss 
Marsden, who promised faithfiiUy to be 
the companion of her walks, rides, &c. 
when it was thought expedient; and. 
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strange to say> it was £rom the known 
character of Lord de Vere's most particu- 
lar friends, that these precautions were 
deemed necessary. 

Mr. Winston invariably disputed the 
palm of victory with his friend Sir Grif- 
fitl^, whenever there was a conquest in 
view; and never failed to hint that his 
personal regard for Lord de Vere had 
alone confined his attachment for his wife 
tp platonic demonstration. 

Lord de Vere only laughed at his friend's 
folly, and told him that the only per- 
mission he gave him was to wage war 
against his pheasants, they being con- 
sidered as " fair game !" 

Lady Arlingford had recovered wonder- 
fully, and was decidedly much pleased 
with the renewed attentions of Sir Grif- 
fiths ; while Mr. Bennett seemed on other 
thoughts intent, and bestowed all the 
attention he could spare on a rubber at 
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whist, when the " odd trick'* was evi- 
dently more the object of his ambition 
than any other pursuit. 

Lord Somers, a very handsome young 
man, embodied all his ideas in his double- 
barrelled gun ; and his brother seemed to 
be his mere echo, in the few words he was 
tempted to utter during the day. 

It was a beautiful sight in the bright 
frosty morning to see the preparations for 
the chasse. A little pack of at least 
twenty spaniels of all colours, surrounded 
the principal keeper, whose office it was to 
hunt them, and to keep them in proper 
order; while three assistants were in at- 
tendance with a supply of shot, second 
guns, &c. for the use of their Lord and his 
guests. 

To these were added servants and vil- 
lagers, to_ be employed in collecting the 
game, marking shots, and so forth. The 
whole formed a gay and brilliant group. 
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of which the gold-laced hats and green 
velvet jackets did not exhibit the least 
ornamental part. 

Everybody set out on foot, as the battue 
was to begin near the house, for the 
amusement of the ladies, who had pre- 
sided at the shooters' breakfast, according 
to the long-established custom on the first 
day of going out. ' 

Eight guns started; a number which 
Lord de Vere never wished to exceed, as 
he did not consider a larger party con- 
sistent with safety. The different costumes 
of the sportsmen afforded some amuse- 
ment, especially that of Mr. Winston, 
which excited general mirth. He wore 
a low-crowned white hat, which was se- 
cured on his head by a scarlet and yellow 
handkerchief, tied under his chin and 
round his throat, a long for tippet, which 
eacircled it serpent fashion, and gave him 
a most grotesque appearance. A scanty 
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light-coloured fustian jacket, shorts, and 
gaiters, completed the whole, and were 
not calculated to set off his naturally squat 
figure to any great advantage; and at 
that moment, no one could fancy that he 
ever attempted to personate '^ the gallant, 
gay Lothario !*' 

The beauty of Lord Somers was the 
more conspicuous from the neatness and 
recherche of his shooting attire, which con- 
trasted powerfiiUy with the uncouth taut 
ensemble of Mr. Winston. 

Every body started in high spirits, and 
with the certainty of good sport, which 
never foiled at Holmsdale Castle. Lord 
de Vere allowed of all game being shot 
indiscriminately on these great days ; but 
he gave a special charge that Lady de 
Vere's little covey of American partridges, 
which had been tamed by the keeper for 
her own particular amusement, as also her 
silver and gold pheasants, should be spared. 
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if, by any accident, either strayed from 
their usual confinement near the flower- 
garden. These, together with a pair of 
magnificent black swans, which had been 
procured at a considerable expense, and 
greatly ornamented the river, were of 
course to be held sacred. 

The ladies, who were stationed on the 
terrace, and much interested by the prow- 
ess of some, and by the awkwardness of 
others, were suddenly startled by a general 
outcry. Each apprehended some mis- 
*chief to her Lord, and all dreaded some 
awfiil catastrophe. But Lord de Vere, 
fearing the effect it might produce on his 
wife, lost not a moment in returning to 
reassure them. 

*^ Thank God," said he "nobody is 
hurt f it is only my friend Roderic at his 
old tricks. He was more vehement than 
any body in his own promises, and even 
insinuated that if any mischief happened 
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to the rare birds, it would probably arise 
from the ^ young guns/ Instead of 
which, upon hearing a rustling under the 
evergreens near the river, he immediately 
fired off both barrels, and killed both the 
black swans, which were nestling under 
shelter of the large laurustinus. I do not 
believe there are three pair now in Eng- 
land, and I was not a little proud of them. 
I must say I feel very much vexed, but 
the more so from his manner about it. 
When I came up, he said, *Why, my 
Lord, it might have happened to yourself, 
just as it did to me. I heard a noise, and 
I took it for a hare, so of course I fired. 
Nothing ran out, so I looked, and found 
these two birds, which I shall beg leave to 
have stuffed. I suppose I am the only 
man living who ever ba^ed such game 
before.' To own the truth, I could make 
him no answer. I did not trust myself to 
speak; but I knew how frightened you 
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would all be, when you heard the sort of 
groan all the rest saluted hun with, and I 
hurried to relieve your minds." 

It was impossible to see this amiable 
and excellent man forgetting his own 
YexaJ&on, to sooth and calm Lady de 
Vere, without feeling both affection 
and admiration ; but it cast such a 
damp on the pleasures of the day, that 
the ladies all returned to the house, while 
the shooters proceeded to a distance, from 
whence the sound of their guns could no 
longer reach or disturb them. 

Every body felt unsettled and uncom- 
fortable. At last it was agreed that Miss 
Marsden and Miss Berrington should by 
turns read aloud one of the new novels of 
the day, while the rest occupied them- 
selves with embroidery, netting, and other 
works. 

This, with the assistance of luncheon, 
which is a work of time and importance 
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in all country houses (for it is at that 
time that all fine ladies lay the founda^ 
tion for the delicate appetites which cause 
such needless regrets and apprehensions 
during dinner), served to fill up the time 
till it became nearly dusk, when the 
post-bag arrived, of which Lady de Veie 
held the key, in the absence of her Lord, 
for the convenience of her guests; for 
unlike some ladies of our acquaintance, 
she scorned to pry into the secrets of 
her husband, and made it a rule never to 
open a cover or letter directed to him, 
however she might be importuned so to 
do. Yet she did not think it right to 
withhold the treasures the bag might con- 
tain when addressed to others. 

The opening of this said bag, therefore, 
proved a great delight to some of the 
party, especially to Miss Berrington, who 
coaxed her "dear aunty," to open some 
covers, the hand-writing of which was 
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iamilidr to her as her own, and which 
^ere snre to contain " such dear kind 
assurances of everlasting attachment" 
from some of the " sweet loves" she had 

parted with, when she left Mrs. 's 

school 

Lady Delancey by no means liked or 
approved these overflowings of the heart 
in volumes, which, if fiilly answered, must 
engross time much too valuable to be so 
employed. But she was wise enough to 
be aware that direct opposition invariably 
strengthened the bond which in many 
cases it was desirable to dissolve. 

When she conversed confidentially with 
Miss Marsden, she used to say, "Do not 
imply to Augusta that I set my face 
against the number of her intimate friends, 
or the enthusiastic style she adopts to- 
wards them, but talk to her as from your- 
self and from your own experience. 
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'^It wouldgrieve me to think she had not 
made firiends during her residence with 

Mrs. ; but she is too rash and hasty 

to have selected them with judgment, and 
as I feel a deep interest in her welfare, I 
hope by degrees to ascertain those which 
may be advantageous, and to cull the 
flowers from the weeds." 

Meanwhile the post-bag, to which we 
now return, had brought every Peer his 
number, and eagerly was their return 
desired to procure a nearer inspection of 
the contents. The seals, the hand-writ- 
ing of each letter, had been carefully ex- 
amined by Lady Arlingford, who, accord- 
ing to her usual charitable surmises, 
fancied an evil and a mischief in every 
one. For this purpose she had taken post 
at one of the windows of the library to 
catch the last gleam of light, when she 
saw advancing, what to her appe;stred to 
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be a solid mass of black ; so closely were 
the figures assembled together^ that neither 
dogs nor horses were visible. 

Her heart misgave her, but however 
great the faults in her character, Lady 
Arlingford possessed an extraordinary 
degree of presence of mind, and in a 
moment she was aware of the import- 
ance of commanding her own feelings at 
such an awfiil juncture. 

" My dear," said she, to Lady de Vere, 
^^ as I think it is getting late, I shall go 
and see that there is a good fire in Arling- 
ford's dressing-room ; they will be coming 
home very soon, and he is apt to be 
chiUy." 

With these words she left the room as 
quietly as if she had seen no cause for 
alarm, but it was only to hasten to the 
next, where she could command a view of 
the procession, and ascertain the reality of 
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appearances which filled her with awe and 
trepidation. 

The next volume will shew how far 
and in what manner her fears were re- 
alised. 



END OF VOL. I. 
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